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“And when he had spoken 
these things, while they be- 
held, he was taken up; and a 
cloud received him out of 
their sight. And while they 
looked steadfastly toward 
heaven as he went up, behold, 
two -men. stood by them in 


; Jesus is coming again, the same Jesus who went away 
from us. “This same Jesus which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go.” 
He is coming back to the earth in the same way that He was 


received up into glory. 
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Dr. W. A. Criswell 


white apparel; which also 
said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heav- 
en? this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you mto heav- 
en, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven.”—<Acts 1:9-11. 


The Place of Our Lord’s 
Return 


Our Lord will return in the 
same place that the disciples saw 
Him go away, that is, on the 
Mount of Olives. “And his feet 
shall stand in that day upon the 
Mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east, and the 
Mount of Olives shall cleave in 
the midst thereof toward the east 
and toward the west, and there 
shall be a very great valley; and 
half of the mountain shall re- 
move toward the north, and half 
of it toward the south . .. and 
the Lord my God shall come, and 
all the saints with thee ... it 
shall come to pass, that at even- 
ing time it shall be light. And it 
shall be in that day, that living 
waters shall go out from Jeru- 
salem; half of them toward the 
former sea, and half of them to- 
ward the hinder sea ... and the 


(Continued on page 7) 


in Chicago Arena Before 6,000 People Fameus Evangelist 
Preached in May,.1946, this Moving Sermon 


The Woman in the Case 


By Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 


“And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife 


Drusilla, which was a Jewess, 


he sent for Paul, and heard 


him concerning the faith in Christ. And as he reasoned of 


| righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Feliz 


trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I 
have a convenient season, I will call for thee. He hoped also 
that money should have been given him of Paul, that he 
might loose him: wherefore he sent for him the oftener, and 
communed with him.’’—<Acts 24 :24-26. 


I call your special attention to these two verses: “And 
after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, 
which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him con- 


cerning the faith in Christ. And as he reasoned of righteous- | ; 
ness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and}: 


answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a con- 
venient season, I will call for thee.” 


Felix’ First Motive—Money 


Paul, the great apostle, was in 
jail awaiting his trial. Felix and 
Drusilla, a very wicked couple, 
sent for Paul. They ‘had two rea- 
sons, I am sure, for sending for 
him. One reason is made very 
clear in the last verse I read. They 
hoped to make some money out of 
Paul’s trouble. That is just like 
some people. I have known folks 
who would look in the bottom of 
the cup of human sorrow for a 
dollar, 


I remember years ago I was 
out in a Missouri town in a cam- 
paign. Just across from our audi- 
torium was a saloon, the worst 
saloon in town. The man who 
ran it, with his crowd, would be 
boisterous and loud and almost 
disturb our worship when we met 
for services. One night while I was 
preaching, the saloonkeeper was 
over there pointing to the auditor- 
ium and saying, “Boys, you didn’t 
go over to the revival tonight. 
The preacher over there is out 
after money, the evangelist is 
preaching for money.” 

A fellow came in and said, “Jim, 
let me sweep out your saloon for 
a drink.” 

The saloonkeeper said, “All 
right.” So he swept out the saloon. 


The Imminence of Christ’s Return Proves He Is 


COMING WITHOUT SIGNS 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


Last week in the article, ‘““Christ’s Unpredictable Coming 
Always Imminent,” we showed by many Scriptures that 
Christ may come at any moment, that He might have come 
at any time in the past since Pentecost, and that He may or 
may not come for centuries. In other words, we showed that, 
according to many, many Scriptures, Christ’s coming is im- 
minent, no one knows when He may come, but Christians 
are clearly commanded to constantly hope for and expect His 


return to take away His saints. 


Now there are certain great 
truths implied by the fact that 
Christ may come at any moment. 
The imminence of Christ’s return 
proves certain facts. By getting 
settled this great principal truth 
about Christ’s return, that is, that 
He may come at any moment, 
that the time is..unknown,. can- 
not be foretold, but that it is the 
first prophesied event of the fu- 
ture, we may keep straight on 
other important truths regarding 
Christ’s coming. 

Since no one knows when Je- 
sus will return, there can be no 
signs of Christ’s coming. 

Down through the ages thou- 
sands of honest, well-meaning 
preachers have preached upon 
signs of Christ’s return. Martin 


Luther thought the corruption and 
power of the papacy was a sign 
of Christ’s soon return. Many 
thought that the Reign of Terror 
in France indicated the end of 
the age. World War I, World War 
II, the rise of Russian communism, 
the re-establishment of the little 
nation, Israel, the increase in 
modernism in major denomina- 
tions, the rising of the Federal 
Council of Churches (now the 
National Council of Churches), a- 
long with earthquakes, famines, 
meteor showers, floods and pesti- 
lences, have been looked upon as 
signs of Christ’s coming. I, too, 
without setting any dates for 
Christ’s return, once felt that 
there were increasing signs that 


Christ would soon appear to take 
away His own. But I found that 
I was preaching only guesses on 
this matter, that I could not prove 
my guesses by the Bible, and that 
this kind of teaching tended away 
from the one thing the Lord 
Jesus emphasized the most, His 
imminent second coming. 

The fact that Christ may come 
at any time, that no one can know 
when He will come, that He might 
have come at any time since 
Pentecost (Jesus had foretold 
Pentecost), proves that there can 
be no signs to indicate when Jesus 
will come. 


I. Any Genuine Signs to Indi- 
cate Christ’s Coming Would 
Necessarily Set Approxi- 
mate Dates and So 
Violate Christ’s Plain 
Command 

I drive along the highway and 
see highway signs. On Highway 
30 driving west from Chicago one 
sign says, “Wheaton, 8 miles.” A 
little further on a sign says, “Glen 
Ellyn city limits.” I know that 


| (Continued on page 10) - 


While the fellow was making fun 
of the meetings, he walked up to 
take his drink. As he picked up 
the glass he fell dead. Someone 
told me the story. 

Years before, that bum was a 
fine businessman in the city, a 
princely gentleman. One day he 
lost his wife, a wife he loved de- 
votedly. He had no Christian faith 
so he tried to drown his sorrow in 
the cup at the bar. He squandered 
everything. he had for drink, lost 
everything he had in the world, 
and had come to the place where 
he was a miserable bum. Then he 
fell dead at the bar where he had 
taken his first drink. 

I would hate to be that saloon- 
keeper. I would hate to be a man 
like that. If I were like that I 
would not talk about a preacher 
preaching for money. I thank God 
that I never made a dollar out of 
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Dr. Bob Jones 


human wretchedness and human 
sorrow. I would hate to think that 
I had ever turned the widow’s 
tears and the orphan’s tears into 
gold. I would hate to make money 
by appealing to human weakness 
and human suffering. 

Felix said, ‘Let’s send for Paul. 
He is a Jew. We can maybe get 
some money out of his predica- 
ment.’ 


The Sinner’s Second Goal— 
A Thrill 

Then I think there is another 

reason he sent for Paul, though 

it is not mentioned here in the 
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Full Assurance of Understanding 


By the late Dr. H. A. Ironside 


“For I would that ye knew 
what great conflict I have for you, 
and for them at Laodicea, and 
for as many as have not seen my 
face in the flesh; that their hearts 
might be comforted, being knit to- 
gether in love, and unto all riches 
of the full assurance of under- 
standing, to the acknowledgment 
of the mystery of God and of the 
Father, and of Christ; in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge.’—Col. 2:1-3. 

The expression I desire to draw 
particular attention to is found 
in the second verse, “the full 


assurance of understanding.” 
The initial question of salvation 


Dr. H. A. tronside 
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When writing to the Christians at Colosse, who had 
been saved largely through the ministry of Epaphras, that 
man of prayer and devotion, the Apostle Paul said: 


having been settled, one its not 
to suppose that there will never 
arise any further doubts or per- 
plexities. The child of God is a 
stranger and a pilgrim passing 
through an unfriendly wilderness- 
world, where he is beset by many 
foes who will seek in every way 
possible to impede his progress. 
He still has an enemy within: 
the old fleshy nature which is 
in constant warfare with the 
spiritual nature imparted in new 
birth. 

Then outside, our adversary, the 
Devil, goeth about as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour, 
We are called upon to resist him, 
being steadfast in the faith. He 
knows he can never destroy the 
life hid with Christ in God, but 
he will do everything that satanic 
ingenuity can suggest to hinder 
the believer’s progress in spirite 
uality and retard his growth in 
grace. By fiery darts of doubt 
and incitements to carnal pleas- 
ure, he will endeavor to hinder 
communion with God’ and ‘so ta 
destroy the Christian’s happiness 
and annul his testimony. Theres 
fore the need of being built up on 
our most holy faith and nurtured 
in sound scriptural instruction, . 
“Through thy precepts,” says 
David, “I get understanding.” : 

As soon as one knows he is 
saved, he should begin, in depen- 
dence upon the Holy Spirit, a 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Wriday, October 14, 1955 


evitor’'s NOLES 


by John R. Rice 


These words are written Thurs- 
day morning, September 29. This 
week, Monday through Friday, I 
Speak daily on the Christian 
Business Men's broadcast over 
radio station WMBI, 12:30 to 1:00 
p.m. It is also broadcast over a 
mumber of other radio stations, 
This noble group of Christian 
businessmen, founded in Chicago 
2) years ago, has carried on a 
regular five-day-a-week  broad- 
cast, runs the Servicemen’s Center 
which last week end. had 34 
servicemen saved, carrying on a 
regular telephone ministry to the 
unsaved, a special department for 
alcoholics, and working. with 
churches in the Chicago area in 
various revival and prayer minis- 
tries. I have been with them every 
year, I think, and often more than 
One period during the year, for 
Sixteen years now. It has been 


a joy to greet the Christians on 
radio station WMBT, the radio 
voice of Moody Bible Institute, 
which broadcasts this Christian 
Business Men's program. The 
services are held in the chapel at 


108 North Dearborn, in the heart 
of the loop at street level, 

It takes at least four hours out 
of the heart of the day for me. 
I catch the train for Chicago at 
11 am. and I return about 3 in 
the afternoon to the heavy editor- 
ial work, but it is a joy. 


Pastor to Send SWORD to All 
Church Families 

A beloved pastor writes, “We 
have 88 families in our church. 
I want to send them THE Sworp 
for a year. How much will it cost 
us?” 

The answer is that they may 
have THE Sworp or THE Lorp for 
$1.50 per year, when it is sent to 
all the families in the church. It 
will be sent to separate home add- 
resses at this price and the pas- 
tor or the church may pay in in- 
staliments if they wish, just so 
the matter is official. If you 
pastors who are burdened to be 
true to the Bible, burdened for 
great revivals, are really concern- 
ed about these matters as the de- 
mominationalized pastors are, to 
Stay in good with their denomina- 
tional leaders, then why should 
you not see that THe Sworp or 
THE LorpD is put in every home 
of your church just as they see 
the denominational organ with its 
reports on programs of the de- 
momination, but without much 
Spiritual blessing, is put in the 
homes of all of the members? 
Will not pastors and Christian 
workers do as much for Christ 
and revival and soul winning and 
for the spiritual blessing of the 
people as they will for denomina- 


tional causes? For 1214c a month 
you can put THE SworD OF THE 
Lorp into each home  in_= the 


For 100 homes that will 
be $12.50 a month. Many a 


church, 
only 


pastor or many a Christian lay- 
man would be honoring God great- 
ly and doing a tremendous mis- 
sionary work to send THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD to every registered 
family in the church, Let us put 
THE Sworp into every home in 
thousands of churches. Every pas- 
tor or responsible layleader who 
will see that public announcement 
is made and that an earnest ef- 
fort is made to solicit subscrip- 
tions from every family in the 
church and get as many as pos- 
sible, may have free samples of 
THE SworpD to give out, and sub- 
scription envelopes for them to fill 
out. If he will undertake to get 
25 or more subscriptions in the 
next three months he may have 
them at the $1.50 per year rate 
in the United States ($2.00 per 
year in Canada and foreign coun- 
tries for 25 or more). 


Bible Institute Wants SW ORD 
Sent to Ministerial Students 


A teacher in a fine Bible In- 
stitute will require all the minis- 
terial students in his homiletics 
class to take THE SworpD OF THE 
Lorp. The first fifty copies have 
been sent. Students. will be re- 
quired to read and report on ser- 
mons in. THE Sworpb. 

Readers may remember _ that 
Bob Jones University requires 
1,100 ministerial students to take 
THE SworD OF THE LorRD and to 
report weekly, giving the outline 
of two sermons, oneby some 
great man of the past and one by 
some living preacher. We thank 
God that literally thousands of 
ministerial students are having 
their ministries formed after a 
holy pattern of soul winning and 
fidelity to Christ and the whole 


Bible by reading regularly ‘THE 
SworD OF THE LORD. . 
Where else would students 


find as many great sermons by 
great preachers than in ‘THE 
SworD OF THE LorD. 

Dr. W. B. Riley used to teach 
his students that every preacher 
should read one evangelistic ser- 
mon a day and thus keep his 
heart warm and his mind active 
along the lines of soul-winning 
preaching. Most preachers do not 
have that many books of sermons. 
Other Christian magazines do not 
publish many full-length sermons 
as does THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


Help Our Ministers and Mis- 
sionary Subscription Gift 
Fund Send THE SWORD 
to Ministers, Mission- 
aries, and Ministerial 
Students 
There are thousands of minis- 
terial students in Christian col- 
leges, Bible institutes, and semi- 
naries who ought to have THE 
SwoOrRD OF THE LORD reguarly. 
Muititudes of them would = re- 
ceive it most gladly if it were 
offered to them. Preachers all 
over the world who read the Eng- 
lish language ought to have THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD. THE Sworpb 
is a mission project. It is not 
a money-making project. As un- 
selfishly as we know how we are 
striving to stem the tide of mod- 
ernism, turn people to soul win- 
ning, and restore the simplicity 
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land power and joy’ of New 
Testament Christians in the 


hearts of thousands. We 
know, from its impact = on 
many thousands in the past, 


what THE SworD OF THE LORD 
will do for ministers. Now we are 
asking you who read, in Jesus’ 
name, to help us send THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD to ministers and 
ministerial students. We _ have 
more opportunities to send THE 
Sworp than we have means. to 
send it. We really very desperate- 
ly need money to pay for sub- 
scriptions for ministers and minis- 
terial students who really want 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, who will 
read it regularly and be stirred 
and blessed and helped by it. If 
we could put THE Sworp into the 
hands of 50,000 preachers it 
would result in tens of thousands 
more. souls saved, and it would 
save countless thousands of people 
from going off into false cults, 
or modernism, losing faith in 
Christ and the Bible. Please, in 
Jesus’ name, pray about this mat- 
ter and then as God leads send 
a check to the Sword of the Lord 
for our Ministers and Missionary 
Subscription Gift Fund. 

I have promised to turn in 500 
subscriptions by January 1. I have 
gotten some of these. subscrip- 
tions paid for by others. I will 
pay for all those myself which I 
cannot personally secure. 

Some godly men and women 
could well put a thousand dollars 
each or five thousand dollars each 
into this great and needy place 
of life-changing service to Christ. 

You will remember that the 
editor has no salary, that’ the 
Sword of the Lord is a nonprofit 
corporation, that no profit can ac- 
crue to the editor or his family. 
We invite the strictest examina- 
tion of the methods and program, 
the way we handle the Lord’s 
money, the way we get out the 
Gospel in every way possible. 
Will you help today? 


Many Should Remember THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD 
in Their Wills 


We suggest that noble Chris- 
tian people who are burdened a- 
bout -revival and soul winning 
and the defense of the faith should 
put the Sword of the Lord Foun- 
dation in their wills. Often money 
that is left to be divided among 
relatives is largely wasted. Much 
of it goes for lawyers’ fees. Often 
those who inherit money are curs- 
ed by it. But by remembering 
the Sword of the Lord in your will, 
you make it possible for your 
money to continue in mission work 
after you are gone. And you make 
it possible for us to reach multi- 
plied thousands with the old-time 
Gospel. Remember the Sword of 
the Lord in your will! 


Millions of Gospel Sermons 
Going Out 

The editor’s little 24-page book- 
let, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” has been distributed -in 
about seven million copies in the 
English language, besides other 
printings in more than 20 foreign 
languages. Perhaps 12 million 
copies of this booklet in all have 
been scattered around the worid 
and tens of thousands of people 
have signed the decision slip and 
written to tell how they found 
Christ through this booklet. With 
all of our hearts we praise the 
Lord! ; 

On an ordinary month more 
than 50,000 copies of this little 
booklet go out in English, from 
our Wheaton office. Yet, many, 
many readers of THE Sworp or 
THE Lorp are not familiar with 
this booklet and do not use it. 

Please write for a sample copy 
of the booklet, “What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?’’, today. Read it 
yourself and know how to win a 
soul. It will make clear the plan 
of salvation. You will find listed 
many, many Scriptures which 
answer problems and clear up the 
Bible teaching on how to be sav- 
ed. Then, get some unsaved loved 


their attention to the decision 
form on page 23. You, too, can 
win a soul! 

Sample copy will be sent free 
on request. The English and 
Spanish editions are published by 
the Sword of the Lord, the other 
foreign language editions are pub- 
lished abroad. We will send a 
sample copy of this booklet free 
in English or in Spanish if you 
request it. Why not order a hun- 


dred copies and use them prayer- 


one or neighbor to read it. Call}: 


‘fully to get people in your neigh- 
borhood acquainted with Jesus 
Christ, and press upon them the 
matter of salvation? One hundred 
copies in English, $2.00 plus 15c 
postage. The Spanish edition of 
the booklet is more expensive, 
send $3.00 per hundred, plus 15c 
postage. Write today for your 
sample copy to the Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Pray! Pray! Pray! 

We must have God’s help. The 
great responsibility of editing THE 
SworD OF THE LorD, of selecting 
the right material, of getting the 
best Christian writers in this gen- 
eration to prepare material on 
needed subjects, writing editorials 
and leading articles, exposing 
modernism, answering heresies 
and false doctrines, stirring people 
to win souls, showing how to have 
revival—oh, we must have God's 
help! Let me now say it to the 
glory of God. Only the power 
of the Holy Spirit can make this 
editor able and fit to carry on 
this blessed work. The responsibil- 
ity is so great, the possibilities 
so tremendous, and the opposi- 
tion is so definite, that we must 
have God’s help. I beg you who 
read to pray earnestly for this 
editor, pray that my heart may 
be tender, that I may write in 
love, but that I may be bold and 
speak as I ought to speak, Pray 
that God will give me grace to 
obey the injunction, ‘‘Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine” (II Tim. 4:2). 

Many who cannot give much 
money can pray. Many who can- 
not write a sermon adequate for 
such a tremendous reading au- 
dience can pray. Many who-are 
not great Bible scholars, can yet 
reach Heaven and bring down the 
anointing of God upon His preach- 
ers and writers. I beg of you to 
pray. Will you pray that God will 
supply the needs of our Free Lit- 
erature Fund by which we send 
Christian literature around the 
world to unsaved, and particular- 
ly to ministerial students and 
preachers, as well as heathen un- 
converted people? Will you pray 
that God will supply the needs 
for our Ministers and Missionary 
Subscription Fund? Will you pray 
that God will give us friends in 
the churches to push THE Sworp 
OF THE LorP and help us to dis- 
tribute the Gospel literature? 
Pray that God will raise up 
friends in our fight against mod- 
ernism, against infidels in the 
church. Oh, may God stir the 
hearts of people before the major 
denominations in America are all 
gone into infidelity. 

Surely, whatever else you be- 
lieve you believe in prayer. Will 
you pray, then, most earnestly 
for God’s power and mighty bless- 
ings to be poured on THE Sworp 
OF THE LORD so it will be what it 
ought to be? 


We Could Take Some 
Long-Term Loans 


Readers may know that much 
of our work is financed by long- 
term foans from individuals. This 
fall we are paying off a number 
of such loans. We could use in 
the Lord’s work as capital in- 
vestments several thousands of 
dollars. We would like to borrow 
sums of $500 or more, to be re- 
paid in 1 to 5 years, We pay 4% 
interest, the interest payable semi- 
annually. The Foundation’s note, 
properly signed by president and 
treasurer of the Sword of the 
Lord Foundation will be return- 
ed to you immediately after re- 
ceipt of the money, and with in- 
structions as to when the note 
is to be repaid. Notes and interest 
are paid promptly. By such loans 
you may help to keep this work 
going, and at the same time have 
a better interest rate than can 
be secured on savings generally. 
Write Mr. J. Allan MdcMullen, 
treasurer, Sword of the Lord 
Foundation, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Ye call me Master and obey me 
not; 

Ye call me Light and see me not; 

Ye call me Way and walk me not; 

Ye call me Life and desire me not; 

Ye call me Wise and follow me not; 

Ye call me Fair and love me not; 

Ye call me Rich and ask me not; 

Ye call me Eternal and seek me 
not; 

Ye call me Gracious and trust me 


not; 


yom 
Orne 
The Editor Answers 


Youngs People's 
‘ Questions 


v 


In what sense is fornication by 
a Christian a sin against the body 
as no other sin? 


You ask that I explain “my 
idea” on I Corinthians 6:18. I 
understand what you mean, and 
will try to explain the Scripture, 
though I do not want it taken as 
just my idea. 


That verse and the context. are 
given here, since the context is 
necessary to understand the verse. 


“Know ye not that your bodies 
are the members of Christ? shall 
I then take the members of Christ, 
and make them the members of 
an harlot? God forbid. What? 
know ye not that he which is 
joined to an harlot is one body? 
for two, saith he, shall be one 
flesh. But he that is joined unto 
the Lord is one spirit. Flee forni- 
cation. Every sin that a man do- 
eth is without the body; but he 
that committeth fornication sin- 
neth against his own body. What? 
know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have 


‘of God, and ye are not your own? 


For ye are bought with a price; 
therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which 
are God’s” (I Cor. 6:15-20). 
Fornication joins the body of 
a man with a harlot, like a man 
and wife become one flesh through 
the marriage union, as you see in 
verses 15 and 16 above. Thus a 
Christian man _ sins WITH his 
body, and AGAINST his body. It 


is like one hand sinning against - 


the other hand, or with the other 
hand. He sins against the new 
body, the body of the harlot, which 
has become joined to his as his 
own in the sin. He sins also a- 
gainst the mystical body of Christ 
of which he is a part, by joining 
it to the body of an unsaved har- 
lot. 


Drink is a sin against the body, 
and so is any form of intemper- 
ance, but it is not that particular 
type of sin AGAINST THE BODY 
OF CHRIST of which the Chris- 
tian is a part, as to join this mem- 
ber of the body of Christ with a 
harlot’s body, thus making the 
same body of a Christian man a 
part of Christ’s body and a part 
of a harlot’s body at the same 
time. In that sense, fornication 
for a Christian is to sin against 
the body, his own body as a mem- 
ber of the body of Christ, as no 
other sin is. 

Drink harms the body, but does 
not yoke up the body of Christ 
with a harlot, does not perman- 
ently defile the body with a hor- 
rible union, as does fornication of 
a Christian. 

I think we Christians should 
learn the following lessons. 

1. The body, not just the soul, 
belongs to Christ. His Spirit dwells 
within the body, not the heart as 
we so often say. Verse 20 says 
we are to glorify God in our bodies 
first, then in our spirits. Purity, 
temperance, cleanliness are vitally 
important for the Christian’s body. 

2. Sex, in the Christian, is a 
holy matter. No one has a right 
to marry except to please God, 
since marriage joins the body 
which belongs to Christ, is a mem- 
ber of His body, to the body of 
another, making two one flesh. No 
Christian should ever marry @a@ 
lost person, as is plainly command- 
ed in II Corinthians 6:14-18 and 
I Corinthians 7:39. No Christian 
should ever marry except with a 
sense of God's clear leading and 


| His blessing. 
3: Fornication is in one sense ~ 


the most horrible sin, since it 

yokes a member of Christ's body 

up in physical union with a har- 

lot, and is a sin against that body, 

like no other sin is. 

Ye call me Noble and serve mé@ 
not; 

Ye call me > Mighty and honor mé 
not; 

If I condemn you, blame me not! 
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Friday, October 14, 1955 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Three 


The Case Against the Theory of 
Organic Evolution 


This paper was presented this year (1-18-55) before the Oxford University Scien- 


tific Club. Douglas Dewar 


is widely known for his books such ag Difficulties of the 


Evolution Theory, More Difficulties of the Evolution Theory, Is Evolution Proved? 
din which he takes the negative against H. S. Shelton) ; and others. 


By Douglas Dewar, F. Z. S., English Scientist 


I contend that the theory of or-) 


ganic evolution should be reject- 
ed for the following (ten) reasons. 


1. The Odds Against Nonliving 
Matter Giving Rise to Living 
Matter Are Enormous 

Eugene Guye estimated that the 
odds against the formation of a 
simple protein molecule by chance 
combinations of atoms of Hydro- 
gen, Carbon, Nitrogen, Oxygen 
and Sulphur are 100 multiplied by 
itself 160 times to 1: and the 
simplest organism, in order to live 
and reproduce itself, must be com- 
posed of at least 100 different 
kinds of protein molecules, which 
must have originated simultan- 
eously at the same spot! R. E. D. 
Clark writes (The Universe — 
Plan or Accident, p. 104): “It is 
difficult to imagine how living or- 
ganisms could have been’ con- 
structed in a way that would pro- 
vide more convincing evidence 
that they did not arise by chance.” 

(Thus it is not surprising that 
Professor J.B.S. Haldane, when 
requested by the Rationalist Press 
Association to support the theory 
(evolution) in a written debate 
with L. M. Davies and me, re- 
fused to do so unless the ques- 
tion of the origin of life were 
excluded. The debate is published 
in the book. Is Evolution a Myth?) 


2. The Theory Violates the Law 
of Entropy 


Physicists, astronomers and 
mathematicians all accept the law 
of entropy, viz, that the amount 
of energy in any closed system 
is always decreasing; in conse- 
quence they believe, in the words 
of Jeans, that the universe is like 
a clock that is running down. — 

According to the theory of or- 
ganic evolution the organic world 
is like a clock that is being wound 
up! Creatures of microscopic size 
lacking limbs, eyes, ete, have 
supposedly gradually been trans- 
formed into elephants, sharks, 
men, etc. 

Blum, in 7ime’s Arrow and Evo- 
lution, admits thet the evolution 
of a highly organized animal in- 
volves a decrease in entropy, but 
he contends that “the small de- 
crease involved in the building of 
an organism is coupled with a 
much larger increase in the En- 
tropy of the Universe.’ He admits 
that he cannot prove this... by 
setting up a system the magnitude 


assumption postulates 


of which cannot be measured he 


believes he has proved that evolu- 
tion does not controvert the law 
of entropy! 


3. The Evidence of the Fossil 
Record Is Opposed to the 
Theory 

If the evolution theory be true 
we should expect the earliest 
traces of life 
rocks to be scanty and all of one- 
celled organisms. 

In later rocks these should be- 
come diversified and widespread. 
Later the fossils of very simple 
multicelled animals should = ap- 
pear. 

The earliest known sedimentary 
rocks that have not metamor- 
phosed, and seem fitted to hold 
fossils, are thousands of feet 
thick, but they have not yielded 
a single undisputed fossil despite 
a seareh extending over ninety 
years! Then at the beginning -of 
the Cambrian period a host of 
diversified fossils of marine or- 
ganisms appear in the rocks in 


many parts of the earth 
(As the lack of pre-Cambrian 
fossils is fatal to the theory, 


great efforts have been made to 
find fossils in these early rocks 

In my paper, The Earliest 
Known Animals (Vol. 80, Trans- 
actions of the Victoria Institute) 
I have listed every one of these 
supposed fossils, the name of its 
discoverer, and the reasons why 
it shouid be rejected.) 

In the paper mentioned I have 
given the number of genera of 
Cambrian fossils of which I have 
found records as 1,119 (or 1,162 
if the Ozarkian system is includ- 
ed in the Cambrian period). 
Walcott made a list of fossils 
from the lowest layers of Cam- 
brian rocks in America; it in- 
cluded 51 species of trilobites, 
21 of brachiopods (lamp shells), 
16 of molluscs, 15 of pteropods, 
9 of sea anemones, 4 of sponges 
and 2 of hydrozoa, plus burrows 
which he thinks were made by 
six different species of worms or 
crustaceans... 

Robert Heron Rastall (article 
“Geology,” 14th edition Brittanica, 
vol. 10, p. 4) says: “It is quite 
impossible to believe that the 
highly organized and abundant 
fauna of the oldest known fossil- 
iferous marine strata represents 
an absolute beginning. Such an 
a sudden 


special creation, and is entirely 


Si - I 


I think that our friends would 
be interested in reading a quota- 
tion from a letter just received. 
This letter comes from a student 
who took just a one-year com- 
mercial course at Bob Jones Uni- 
versity. He is now in the Army. 
“IT continue to thank and praise 
our Lord for Bob Jones Universi-, 
ty, for it was there that my eyes 
were opened spiritually. I received 
a burden for souls, and the Army 
post supplies a large field. I have 
found some wonderful Christians, 
and I get some spiritual food for 
which I thank the Lord.” 

This young man wanted some 
Gospel tracts to give to the un- 
saved men in the service. Witness- 
es have gone from Bob Jones Uni- 
versity into all parts of the world. 
They may not all be all they 
should be, but all of them are bet- 
ter than they would have been if 
they had not attended Bob Jones 
University, and most of them are 
giving a good testimony and are 
winning the lost to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

It is our opinion that a school 
that does not have an evangelistic 
emphasis is not a Christian insti- 


“ 


ee 


~~ 


tution. We drill into the hearts of 
our students that it is every Chris- 
tian’s business to win souls. We 
thank God for a record of more 
than 50,000 definite, clear-cut de- 
cisions for Jesus Christ as a re- 
sult. of the personal work of the 
ministerial students enrolled dur- 
ing the last twelve months. There 
is no sound of trumpets and no 
newspaper headlines; but in many 
parts of the world, our Bob Jones 
University boys and girls are win- 
ning the lost to Christ. They are 
educated, cultured, practical 
Christian young people. They are 
able to get positions and fit into 
situations without compromising 
their Christian convictions; and 
thank God, they have a passion for 
souls. We want you Christian peo- 
ple to keep praying, and please 
help us financially in the burden 
we are carrying with our expan- 
sion program, our Student Help 
Fund, and our missionary work. 
Please let us hear from you. 
Thank you and God bless you. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


in the fossiliferous 


Important Anti- 
Evolution Material 


Those who are interested in 
important, factual material a- 
gainst the unproven theory of 
evolution should subscribe for 


The Highway, a small quarterly 
magazine published by L. Victor 


Cleveland, The Highway Press, 
Henniker, New Hampshire. The 


price is $1.00 for five quarterly 
issues, 25c each. For a very large, 
special 100-page anti-evolution 
compendium of 1954, $1.00 each. 

We have read several copies of 


The Highway with genuine in- 
terest and real appreciation and 
shall refer to them and quote 


from them. Preachers and teach- 
ers will find these especially help- 
ful. 


anti-evolutionary and inconsistent 
with all known evidence.” 

The lack of pre-Cambrian fos- 
sils is by no means the only dil- 
ficulty the fossil record presents 
to the evolutionist. One is the 
sudden appearance in the later 
rocks of fully developed and high- 
ly soecialized animals, such as 
Zeuglodonts, whales, sea Cows, 
seals, bats, kangaroos, frogs, 
Pterodactyls. No fossil has been 
found linking any of these with 
its imagined generalized ancestor. 

The fossils suggest that in the 
course of time animals and plants 
have undergone modification, but 
the extent of this modification 
seems to be strictly limited. So 
far as I am aware no one has 
been able to produce a chrono- 
logical series of fossils which 
show that the latest member dif- 
fers enough from the earliest that 
it should be deemed a member of 
a different family. (For example, 
the much paraded pedigree of the 
horse begins with a small multi- 
toed horse with low-crowned 
teeth and ends with the modern 
horse, Equus.) 

Evolutionists 
that some fish 


ask us to believe 
gave origin to an 
amphibian, one of the latter to a 
reptile, and from the _ reptiles 
birds and mammals evolved. If so 
ae how is it that the history 
of the vertebrates is quite unlike 
that of any of the other phyla? 
(Protozoa, coelenterates, echino- 
derms, worms, lamp shells, mol- 
luses and arthropods. ) The 
earliest known fossils of each of the 


creat groups differ so little from’ 


some forms still living that no 
one but an expert can appreciate 
the difference. 

Evolutionists take refuge in 
what they call the “imperfection 
to the geological record.” 

To test the degree of complete- 
ness of the fossil record I sought 
to (2) Ascertain the number of 
genera of mammals now living and 
the number of these of which fos- 
sils have been found and recorded, 
and (b) To ascertain the number 
of genera of mammals now living 
and the number of these which 
fossils have been found and record- 
ed, and (b) To ascertain the num- 
ber of genera of mammals now liv- 
ing in Europe and North and 
South America and find out the 
number of genera of which fossils 
have been recorded as living in 
each of those countries in each 
eeological period. Mr. G. A .Levett- 
Yeats kindly agreed to co-operate; 
even so the search took more 
than a year. The result surprised 
us; it disproves the myth of the 
very fragmentary nature of the 
fossil record. 

We embodied the results of our 
enquiry in a paper which we ask- 
ed the Zoological Society of Lon- 
don to publish in its Proceedings 
(we are both Fellows’ of that 
body.) Eventually the secretary 
returned our manuscript. with the 
following covéring letter: “I am 
sorry, but the Publication Com- 
mittee cannot accept your paper. 
We got the opinion of a first- 


rate palacontologist and geologist} 


about it and he told us that, al- 
though it must have taken a very 


long time to compile, he thought} 


that this kind of evidence led to 
no valuable conclusion.” 

In fact, the conclusion to which 
the evidence leads is that the fos- 
sil record is sufficiently complete 
to prove that the reasons why 
the fossils necessary to sustain 
the evolution theory have not 
been found is not the incomplete- 
ness of the fossil record but the 
fact that these fossils exist only 
in, the imagination of the. evolu- 
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“My Conversion Was Like This" 


By Dr. James M. Gray, 
Late President Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, Ilmois 


I was a member of a Christian household, and brought 
up in a Christian family——_nominally so at least. 

My life as a boy was moral and obedient, and I regularly 
attended: Church. At fourteen years of age, when I knew 
“the creed, the Lord’s prayer and the Ten Commandments,” 
I was “confirmed in the most holy faith” by a bishop of my 
church; and was taught in my catechism that I had then 
become “a child of God, a member of Christ, and an inheritor 


of the kingdom of Heaven.” 


3ut this I do not believe, 
have I believed it since I was con- 
verted. 

That happy event took place 
about seven or eight years after 
my confirmation, I had passed my 
majority, and already had my 
face turned toward the Christian 
ministry, not as a divine calling 
but a human profession, before I 
really knew Jesus Christ, or was 
saved. And I cannot but believe 
that had I died during the inter- 
vening period I should have died 
in my Sins. 

My conversion was like this: I 
was reading a book, That I should 
have been reading that book at 
Such a time was part of the mys- 
terious and unmerited favour of 
God to me. It was a series of 
brief homilies upon the book. of 
Proverbs, addressed to young men. 
For my Bible I did not care, but 
this book had a strong attraction 
for me. 

On a memorable night, in the 
quiet of my own room, after an 
exciting evening among worldly 
people, my eye fell on this sent- 
ence: “Every soul not already won 
to Jesus is already lost.” 

It Was an arrow of conviction to 
my soul. Quicker than I can ex- 
press it, an overwhelming sense of 
my lost and hopeless condition 
fell upon me. I knew that I was 
not won to Jesus, and yet I knew 
that I ought to be. There was 
nothing in my life, professedlv 
Christian and outwardly clean as 
it was, to indicate that I belonged 
to Him, or that He possessed or 
controlled me. Hell seemed open 
to receive me, and my soul was 
hanging over the abyss. I was 
condemned, and realized the just- 
ness of the condemnation. I had 
absolutely no plea, but mercy. 

Daily had I said my “prayers” 
since childhood, but that night, 
like Sault of Tarsus, J nraved. The 
prayer of the publican came to me, 
the prayer the blessed Saviour 
placed upon my lips: “God be 
merciful to me a sinner!’ I am 
not ashamed to say that in agony 
F uttered it with my face upon the 
floor. 

And God heard it. He always 
hears that prayer. He put the 
everlasting arms under me that 
night. He lifted me out of the 
miry clay, and planted me upon 
a rock, and established my goings. 
He put a new song in my mouth, 


tionists! The rejection of our 
paper supports the following as- 
sertion by the late Professor L. 
Vialleton: “For half a century the 
manuals have been simple illustra- 
tions of transformism, bringing to 
light only what is favorable and 
passing over in silence everything 
(Continued on page 5) 


nor | 


Dr. Jomes M. Gray 


which I have been singing ever 
since, even salvation unto my 
God! 

Logically, as a result of this ex- 
perience, I believe souls are saved 
only by the regenerating grace of 
God, and that salvation comes to 
them when penitently they cast 
themselves on the divine mercy as 
exemplified in the work of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. I believe, too, 
that men know when they are 
saved, “If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold all things 
are become new” .(2 Cor. 5:18). 

This is a miracle of divine 
erace, But miracle as it is, God 
works it in the hfe of every man 
when he receives Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour, and through Him ob- 
tains authority to become a son of 
God. (Jn. 1:12). : 

I spoke of my experience as 
teaching this, but it is the Word 
of God that teaches it, and my 
exporicnce simply bears witness te 
its truth. 


Naught have I getten but 

Grace hath bestowed it 
lieveat ; 

Boasting t- <cluded, price I abase;: 

I'm only a sinner saved by grace} 


what I rex © j ed 2 
I have bee 
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Once I was foolish, and sin ruled my heart, 


Causing my footsteps from God te Gepart; 
Jesus hath found me, happy my case, 
I now am a sinner saved by gxrace} 


Tears unavailing,. no merit had 1; 

Merey had saved me, or else } must die; 
Sin had alarmed me, fearing God’s face; 
But now I'm a sinner saved by grace! 
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(:) Especially for Them . . . 


is the delightful adventure story by Grace Rice MacMullem 


Scoutmaster. Pete 
to use a frightening 


thieves.. 


‘Hurry’ nearly drowns and 
tries to run away 
adventure to bring him 
stuck up ina tree, trying to overhear a conversation betweem 
. excitement, excitement, excitement! - 


Your children will find out what Jerry’s 
how much better it was than winning the photographic coniest 
he had entered. They will see, as Jerry and Hurry saw, why 
it is so important to trust Jesus. 


A Reward for Jerry. Excitement abounds throughout this 
fascinating tale, nicely illustrated by Jessie Rice Sandberg. 


is rescued by Mike Spann, 
from Goad. and Goad 
back. Kids 


‘he 
has 
rek 


reward was, and 


Price for this refreshing stery, 96 pages, hard case binding, 
is only $1.25. Get from your beokdealer or add lic for postage and 


handling charges, and order from Sword of the Lord Fublishers, 214 
West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Tlinois. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 14, 1955 


In spite of strongly organized 
offical opposition from a Catholic 
controlled city group, God gave 
EVANGELIST HOMER BRIT- 
TON of 500 Portview Place, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, a great 
tent revival in St. Louis, Miuis- 
souri, recently, under the sponsor- 
ship of the New Testament Bap- 
tist Church, Rev. Bill Beeny, pas- 
_ tor-evangelist. 


“There were 52 first-time con- 
versions, with several others u- 
niting by letter and coming for 
rededication,” Pastor Beeny re- 
ports. “I can highly recommend 
Dr. Britton as an evangelist.” 

* *K rk 


EVANGELIST CLIFF ROBIN- 
SON, (2105 Wren Road, Chatta- 
nooga 11, Tenn.) writes of God’s 
' blessings on a meeting with Tab- 
. ernacie Baptist Church, New 
' Bern, North Carolina. There were 
some 72 who came forward for 
' Salvation, and rededication, includ- 
ing 21 young people who surren- 
dered to full-time Christian work. 
Jim Sparks of Chattanooga led 
: the singing. Pastor of the church 
: js Rev. Alvin Pitt. 
os * 


EVANGELIST BOB OUGHT- 


ON. was in a community-wide 
crusade at Colby, Kansas, in 
August. Rev. Marvin Schmidt of 


Youth for Christ at Colby, Kans- 
as, reports good attendance and 
many decisions were made, quite 
a few being saved. 


* + ok 


EVANGELIST HUGH F. PYLE, 
' 1721 So. Gordon St., S.W., At- 
- Janta, Ga., led revival services in 
the Calvary Baptist Church of 
Columbia S.C., Sept. 5-18. Some 
30 to 35 were saved and 13 others 
jomed the church by transfer of 
membership. There were decisions 
every night but one. A_ great 
{ many rededications of life. were 
recorded. Dozens of families pledg- 
ed to begin family altars and 
Christian homes. Some of the 
men saved were the husbands of 
Christian wives who had _ been 
praying for them for a_= great 
while. Otis Holmes is pastor. 
* Kk * 

Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST ROBERT L. SUMNER has 
just concluded a fine revival cam- 
paign with the First Baptist 
Church of Butler, Pennsylvania. 
The Rev. Clayton Howard Gray 
is pastor of this good work. Dur- 
ing the campaign there were 19 
first-time decisions for Christ, 6 
rededications, and 15 family altars 
- Started. In addition to the 19 who 
were converted, there were 6 
others who united with the church 

by baptism during the meetings. 
S * tk 


Evangelist Sumner is the author 
' of the powerful book, Hollywood 
Cesspool. Those interested in en- 
gaging his services as an evangel- 
ist may write directly to him or 
to Evangelist Bill Rice, Director 
Sword Staff of Evangelists, 214 
West Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. 
*K * K 


EVANGELIST JACK YOST, R. 
2, Berwick, Pennsylvania, brought 
real blessing to the South Apala- 
chin Free Baptist Church, South 
Apalachin, N.Y.,. recently. Pastor 
Gordon P. Hay writes: “This was 
the most successful campaign we 
have had since I have been pastor 
here. The gospel was _ presented 
in a truly different way and in 
such simplicity that any child 
could understand. During the cam- 
paign four decisions were made 
to accept Christ as Saviour and 
at least thirteen decisions were 
made in the lives of Christians to 
Straighten things out with the 
Lord. I would recommend Jack 
Yost to any .pastor for a revival 
campaign.” 

* kK tk 

After months of preparation 
and prayer, the “Christ is the 
-Answer’ Crusade was held Sep- 
tember 4-18 in the Junior High 
‘School auditorium, Elmhurst, II- 
linois, with EVANGELIST MICH- 
AEL GUIDO of Metter, Georgia, 
Eleven churches cooperated. Mrs. 
Guido assisted with magic object 
‘lessons at each meeting to illus- 
trate gospel truth. The team in- 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


cluded J. Stratton Shufelt, song 
leader, choir director and soloist; 
Grace Rice MacMullen, pianist; 
and Ronald Houser, organist. Rev. 
Ralph Uhlinger of Lombard Bible 
Church was Chairman of the In- 
ter-Church Committee and  pre- 
sided at the meetings. 


The auditorium, seating 900, 
was filled on a number of occa- 
sions. Evangelist Guido brought 
powerful, pointed messages night 
after night. Rev. Kenneth Bouton, 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Elmhurst, in charge of personal 
work, reported 182 came forward 
on first- time profession of faith, 
and many others for assurance, 
restoration, and dedication. 

The Guidos visited the Sword 
of the Lord and the evangelist 
spoke to our organization. God 
bless their fine ministry. 


Divine Presence 


If one were asked to describe in 
a word the outstanding feature of 
those days [the Welsh Revival— 
1904], one-would unhesitatingly re- 
ply that it was the universal, in- 
escapable sense of the presence of 
God. Revival is the exact answer 
to such a sigh as that of Isaiah 
64:1: “Oh that thou wouldst rend 
the -heavens, that thou wouldst 
come down, that the mountains 
might flow down at thy presence.” 
In 1904 the Lord had literally rent 
the heavens, and had scattered the 
satanic foes entrenched therein. 
The Lord had come down! The 
mountains were gloriously melted 
down in His presence. 


A sense of the Lord’s presence 
was everywhere. It pervaded, nay, 
it created the spiritual atmos- 
phere. It mattered not where one 
went, the consciousness of the 
reality and nearness of God fol- 
lowed. Felt, of course, in the re- 
vival gatherings, it was by no 
means confined to them; it was 
also felt in the homes, on the 
streets, in the mines and factories, 
in the schools, yea, and even in 
the theaters and drinking saloons. 
The strange result was that wher- 


lever people gathered became a 


place of awe, and places of amuse- 
ment and carousal were practical- 
ly emptied. Many were the in- 
stances of men entering public 
houses, ordering drinks, and then 
turning on their heels, leaving the 
drinks on the counter untouched. 
The sense of the Lord’s presence 
was such as practically to para- 
lyse the arm that would raise the 
cup to the lips. Football teams 
and the like were disbanded, their 
members finding greater joy in 
testimony to the Lord’s grace than 
in games. The pit-bottoms and 
galleries of the coal mines _ be- 
came places of praise and pray- 
er, where the miners gathered to 
worship ere they dispersed to their 
several stalls. 


Even the children of the day 
schools came under the spell of 
God, Stories could be told of how 
they would gather in any place 
they could, where they would sing 
and pray in most impressive fash- 
ion. A very pretty story is that 
of a child about four in an infant 
class who held up his hand to 
call the teacher’s attention. ‘Well, 
A—,”’ inquired the teacher, ‘what 
is it?” Swift and telling came the 
words, “Please, teacher, do you 
love Jesus?” That was all: nay, 
it was not all; the arrow. had 
reached its mark. There and then 
the teacher came to the Lord, and 
it was only a year or so since 
death ended her great missionary 
career in India. 


The all-pervading sense of the 
presence of God, even among the 
children, may perhaps be further 
illustrated by a story from Rhos. 
Someone overheard one little child 
ask another, “Do you know what 
has happened at Rhos?” 


“No, I don’t, except that Sunday 
comes every day now.” 


“Don’t you know?” 
“No, I don’t.” 


“Why, Jesus has come to live 
in Rhos now!” 


. —The Prairie Overcomer. 


The Wrong 
Billy Graham 


A pastor enclosed the following 
clipping from a newspaper served 
by the Associated Press: 


“Grahams’ Small 

Daughter Hangs 

Self in Accident 
“MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — While 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Graham watched 

a drive-in movie Thursday night their 

14-month-old daughter Karen hanged 

herself in the back seat. Police said 
she apparently climbed on a pillow and 
put her head out a partially opened 
side window. The pillow slipped, leav- 
ing her head trapped between the win- 
dow glass and frame.” 

This pastor writes: 

“This story carried on Associat- 
ed Press Service wire means one 
of two things. Either Evangelist 
Billy Graham endorses Hollywood 
movies, which I find hard to be- 
lieve, or the Associated Press is 
deliberately misrepresenting him 
and misleadingly gives the im- 
pression that he does while the 
story is about an entirely different 
family,” 


The editor answers: 


Dear Brother O———: 

Thank you for your letter, Evan- 
gelist Billy Graham lives at Mon- 
treat, North Carolina, not in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. And he is now in 
a revival campaign in Toronto. Be- 
sides, he does not attend the mov- 
ies. And again, he does not have 
a 14-month-old daughter named 
Karen. 


The public would be interested 
in the name “Billy Graham.” That 
is an interesting coincidence and 
that makes news, but the news- 
paper reporter, if he knew the dif- 
ference, should have explained that 
it was not Evangelist Billy Gra- 
ham. 


In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


TVA Propaganda 


The Tennessee Valley Authority 
has put out another piece of bare- 
faced and outrageous propaganda. 
This one is to the effect that con- 
sumers of TVA power “saved” 
$76,400,000 during the 1955 fiscal 
year, this “saving” representing 
the supposed difference between 
TVA rates and those prevailing 
generally thruout the country. 
TVA says that in the last 16 years 
its consumers “saved” 550 million 
dollars on this same basis. 


The intention is the usual one 
of trying to demonstrate that TVA 
has some magical means of supply- 
ing electricity at a far lower price 
than public utilities under private 
management can do. The infer- 
ence which TVA hopes will be 


grasped is that the utilities are 


conscienceless gougers. 


TVA does not state how this 
“saving” occurred. It occurred, of 
course, because taxpayers thru- 
out the nation are paying to sub- 
sidize cheap power rates for TVA 
consumers. From the inception of 
this government adventure into 
socialism thru the end of 1954 
TVA has been underwritten to the 
tune of $1,830,244,098 in govern- 
ment money, $1,785,214581 of 
which was by congressional ap- 
propriation, the remainder being 
in property transfers and from 
other sources. Funds provided in 
1954 totaled $333,089,404, of which 
$188,480,000 was by appropriation. 

In its history TVA, tho required 
to be self-liquidating, has returned 
to the treasury 65 million dollars, 
leaving an uncompensated balance 
of about 1 billion 765 million dol- 
lars. That is where its “cheap” 
rates and its “savings” to con- 
sumers come from. We are sur- 
prised that newspapers are still 
willing to deceive their readers 
by printing these shameless TVA 
handouts, 

From Chicago Tribune 


WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


Please report both new and old ad- 
dresses directly to THE Sworp or 
THE Lorp, five weeks before the 
change is to take effect. Copies that 
we address to your old address will 
not be delivered by the Post Office 
unless you pay them extra postage. 
Avoid this unnecessary expense by 
notifying us five weeks in advance. 
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‘Next to the Bible!?”’ 


By Viola Walden, Secretary to the Editor 


We recently, during our Letter 
Month, received a very heart- 
warming letter from a pastor in 
Georgia, Rev. C. M. Marsh. He 
wrote: 

“J always feel that it is a shame 
for THE SWORD to have to spon- 
sor Letter Month in order to get 
its many readers to write of the 
blessings received from THE 
SWORD. 

“Dr, Rice, I say this with all 
earnestness—THE SWORD, next 
to the Bibie, has meant more to 
me and to my ministry than any 
other literature printed. Our pray- 
ers are always for you, the staff, 
the contributors who go to make 
up such a wonderful paper that is 
rich with the Word of God, true 
to the Bible with spirit of evan- 
gelism that is unexcelled by any 
paper in the world. 

“I pray to God that the work 
you and the others are doing with 
the strength and power of the 
Holy Spirit that breathes upon the 
readers through the printed word, 
will keep those that are weak and 
with a tendency to compromise the 
great doctrines of the Bible, that 
through this medium we shall all 
stand true and be bold as the dis- 
ciples of old.” 

This minister is just one of thou- 
sands who count regularly on THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD for inspiration 
and help in their ministry. 

Preachers are not the only ones 
who feel so enthusiastic about 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp. Mrs. Paul 
Sawkey from Canada_ recently 
wrote: 

“Will you please send me THE 
SWORD. I was always looking for- 
ward to being able to subscribe, 
but could never find money for it. 
Just the other day, after being 
so hungry for that paper, I asked 
our dear Lord to somehow place 
funds in my hands for it. Sure 
enough, about two days later I 
did receive some money for which 
I do praise the Lord.” 


Another lady, Mrs. Dennis 
Eakin, from Petersburg, Tennes- 
see, wrote the editor: 

“IT cannot begin to tell you what 
your weekly paper, THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, does for me (a 
gift subscription). I do not know 
who my benefactor is but it must 
be someone interested in my soul 
and the religious life of my fam- 
ily. I wish I knew. Will you please 
thank them? 

“You tell me, ‘If, for any reason, 
you prefer not to receive this 
paper, notify us.’ This I shall 
NEVER do. Your encouragement 
—the words of the Lord—through 
you, is boundless! I must say my 
husband and I both have found 
great consolation in its pages. We 
are going through difficult times 
and need our Lord more than 
ever.” 

Note that this lady did not pay 
for her subscription to THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD—it was a gift sub- 
scription by some friend who loved 
hers and was interested in her 
spiritual welfare. Note how grate- 
ful and happy she is to have been 
introduced to the paper. There are 
literally tens of thousands of 
people just like her who would be 
so thrilled to receive a subscrip- 
tion to THE SWORD OF THE Lorp, 


who do not even know that there 
is such a paper as this one. You 
could do the business of a mis- 
sionary in introducing people to 
the paper, if you would. Why not 
send a subscription today to as 
many as you are able to pay for?= 
This is an opportunity to sow the 
good seed and leave the harvest 
in the hands of the Holy Spirit. 
Your payday will come someday, 
if you do. : 

Mr. George Klingler from Ohio 
wrote the editor: 


“. . - it is a real privilege to 
receive THE SWORD from week 
to week. Surely it is much like 
the Word of God—a savour of life 
unto life and to others, death unto 
death. 


“Many in this territory who re- 
ceive THE SWORD tell of its 
blessings and it’s wonderful to 
know new converts can really 
grow in the Lord as they read it. 


“I was talking to an evangelical 
pastor last week and although he 
had been a real soul winner, told 
me his life in Christ was changed 


| to’a mountain-top experience when 
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he attended one of the Sword’s 
soul-winning conferences.” 


The next best thing to a soul- 
winning conference is THE SWORD 
OF THE LoRD paper coming into 
the home fifty-two times a year. 
Yours and our opportunity for 
mountain-top experiences the year 
‘round. Not all preachers are as 
fortunate as this Ohio pastor in 
being able to afford the price of 
a subscription. For them, it means 
going without or having some 
friend pay the subscription for 
them. 


Of course, we do not expect 
the modernist, the infidels, the 
compromisers, the enemies of the 
old-time religion, to help in getting 
THE S\WorRD OF THE LORD into the 
hands of preachers all over the 
country and around the _ world. 
They would not, even if we de- 
sired it. We are looking entirely to 
those who believe as we do, who 
stand for the things for which we 
stand, who are enthusiastic over 
the evangelistic, soul-winning em- 
phasis in this paper. To you we 
base a heartfelt appeal to help 
us get this paper into the hands of 
preachers everywhere. This is the 
reason why we set up the Minister 
and Missionary Subscription Gift 
Fund. If you would like to have 
a part in this ministry, if you 
would like to share the eternal 
reward of strengthening the min- 
istries of missionaries and min- 
isters through the influence of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, send us 
a check today, designating it for 
the M & M Fund. You will receive 
a receipt which may be used for 
income tax purposes, and some 
faithful servant of the Lord will 
receive a subscription to THE 
SworD for one year for each $2.50 
that you send. Address your cor- 
respondence to The Sword of the 
Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. Thank 
you, in Jesus’ name, for whatever 
you are able to do. 


“The Lord Is My 
Shepherd” 


The difference between defeat and 
victory is the difference between the 
position of the word “but.” We ask, 
“Do you believe that the Lord is your 
Shepherd?” “Yes, but...” That fatal 
word “but” shows that we do not 
believe that the Lord is our Shep- 
herd. “Yes, I believe it, but I do not 
have victory over my bad temper; I 
am not able to win souls: I worry 
about things: I do not have peace 
and joy.” The testimony of victory 
puts “but” into the right place. “I am 
passing through a time of great sor- 
row and trouble, but the Lord is my 
Shepherd.” “I have been discour- 
aged about my past accomplish- 
ments, but the Lord is my Shepherd.” 
“I have great weakness along this 
line, or that, but the Lord is my 
Shepherd.” 


Dr. R. C. MeQuilkin. 
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Page Five 


Jesus Praises John the Baptist 


By Editor John R. Rice 


Y And as they departed, Jesus ;>— 


began to say unto the multitudes 
concerning John, What went ye 
out into the wilderness to see? A 
reed shaken with the wind? 

8 But what went ye out for to 
see? A man clothed in soft rai- 
ment? Behold, they that wear soft 


- clothing are in kings’ houses. 


9. But what went ye out for to 
see? A prophet? yea, I say unto 
you, and more than a prophet. 

10 For this is he, of whom it is 
written, Behold, I send my mes- 
senger before thy face, which shall 
prepare thy way before thee. 

11 Verily I say unto you, Among 
them that are born of women 
there hath not risen a greater than 
John the Baptist: notwithstanding 
he that is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he. 

12 And from the days of John 
the Baptist until now the kingdom 
of heaven suffereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force. 


13 For all the prophets and the 


‘law prophesied until John. 


14 And if ye will receive it, this 
is Elias, which was for to come. 
15 He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. 
—Matt. 11:7-15. 
It is the fashion among some 
“Bible teachers” to minimize the 
position and importance of John 
the Baptist. They minimize the 
baptism of John, speaking of it as 


3f it were a continuation of Old 


Testament ceremonial rites. It is 
not. There was nothing equivalent 
to John’s baptism in the Old Testa- 
ment. They speak as if there were 
a difference in John’s baptism 
and that of the apostles, but there 
was not, neither in form nor in 
meaning. John’s baptism was the 
only baptism Jesus and the apostles 
had. Some teachers and writers 
Jeave the impression that those 
John baptizéd were not really 
saved, though the Scripture tells 
that he refused to baptize those 
who did not give evidence of 
genuine repentance (Matt. 3:7,8), 
and-.though the angel foretold 
about him that “many of the 
children of Israel shall he. turn 
to the Lord their God’ (Luke 
1:16). Some teach that the dis- 
ciples of John were not neces- 
sarily saved, holding that those 
taught and probably baptized by 


Apollos (Acts 18:25; Acts 19:1-6) 


were not saved, but this is untrue. 
John the Baptist had the same 
baptism commanded in the Great 
Commission (Matt. 28:19,20; Mark 
16:15,16), had the same plan of 
salvation and the same doctrine 
of the Holy Spirit power since 
he himself was “filled with the 
Holy Ghost” (Luke 1:15) from 
his mother’s womb, the same thing 
that the apostles later got at 
Pentecost (Acts 2:4). 

See John the Baptist’s plan of 
salvation in John 3:36, “He that 
believeth on tHe Son hath ever- 
lasting life . . .” The words in 
John, chapter 3, from verse 27 
on, are John the Baptist’s. He 
preached exactly the same Gospel 
as Christ and Paul. There has 
never been but one. true. Gospel, 
preached by all Old Testament 
prophets and those of the New 
Testament as we see in Acts 
10:43, “To him give all the 
prophets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins.” 
Whether it be called “gospel of 
the kingdom” or “gospel of the 
circumcision” or “gospel of the 
uncircumcision” (Gal. 2:7), it is 
still the same “everlasting gospel” 
(Rev. 14:6), the “gospel of the 
grace of God,” the one Gospel 
of Galatians 1:6-9, the Gospel de- 
fined in I Corinthians 15:3,4. To 
every preacher it is “my gospel” 
as with Paul (Rom. 16:25). Some 
personal color of emphasis may be 
given by the preacher, or the need 
of. the -hearer, or.an impending 
want, but the plan of salvation, 
the essential Gospel, is the same 
with John the Baptist or Paul or 
you or me. 

John properly begins the New 
Testament dispensation, the 
“gospel” dispensation as you see 
from a careful study of verse 13, 
Mark 1:1, Acts 1:22 and from the 
fact that John’s ministry in each 
of the Gospels begins the New 


Testament story. John was a 
prophet, but more than a prophet, 
greater than any prophet (vs. 9). 
He was the forerunner of Christ 
(vs. 10). Verse 10 quotes from 
Isaiah 40:3, which see. See also 
Luke 1:76,77. 


Jesus said that no man ever 
born was greater than John the 
Baptist (vs. 11). The last of 
verse 11 does not mean that John 
will miss the kindom of Heaven. 
Rather, it means that in the 
heavenly kingdom of Christ on 
earth when all have resurrected, 
glorified bodies, each one will be 
greater than John the Baptist 
was on earth, even though he was 
filled with the Holy Ghost from 
his mother’s womb. Concerning 
the greatness of John the Baptist, 
see the angel’s words in Luke 
1:13-17. The reference to Elijah 
in verse 14 is explained by Luke 
1:17 and Matthew 17:10-13. John 
the Baptist came “in the spirit 
and power of Elias,” who was 
probably the greatest of the Old 
Testament prophets. Neither 
Elijah nor John wrote any books, 
but compare their sweeping, na- 
tion-wide revivals on Mount Car- 
mel (I Kings 18) and by the 
River Jordan (Matt. 3:5,6). 


On this Scripture the Scofield 
Reference Bible says: 


“Positionally greater, not moral- 
ly. John the Baptist was as great 
morally, as any man “born of wo- 
man,” but as to the kingdom, he 
announced it at hand. The king- 
dom did not then come, but was 
rejected, and John was martyred, 
and the King presently crucified. 
The least in the kingdom when 
it was set up in glory... will be 
in the fullness of power and glory. 
It is not heaven which is in ques- 
tion, but Messiah’s kingdom.” 

So John the Baptist is as great 
as any other man and when the 
kingdom comes, he will have his 
own great place in it. But the 
kingdom of Christ on earth is 
not yet set up. 

Jesus likened John the Baptist 
to Elijah because of Malachi 4:5,6. 
The last book in the Old Testa- 
ment closed with a prophecy that 
Elijah would return to the earth 
as the forerunner of the second 
coming of Christ, that is, just 
“before the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord.” So the New 
Testament properly begins with 
the story of John the Baptist 
who came “in the spirit and power 
of Elijah,” the forerunner of 
Christ’s first coming. Elijah truly 
will come again (Matt. 17:11). 
Possibly he will be one of the 
two witnesses in the Great 
Tribulation (Rev. 11:3-12), just be- 
fore “the great and dreadful day 
of the Lord” which begins at the 
Battle of Armageddon, closing the 
Great Tribulation and ushering in 
Christ’s reign on earth. But in 
some sense, John the Baptist ful- 
filled the Scriptures about Elijah’s 
return (vs. 14; Matt. 17:12). 

Verse 12 may refer to the vio- 
lent opposition against Cnhrist’s 
kingdom displayed by those He 
commanded to repent. This vio- 
lence resulted in the crucifixion 
of Christ. The violent would seize 
from Jesus His earthly reign. 


Herod wanted to keep for him-} 


self the kingdom that is to belong 
to “the King of the Jews” 
(Matt. 2:2). Pharisees and chief 
priests likewise sought by violence 


to keep Jesus from taking His 


place as King over the Jewish peo- 
ple. This is illustrated by the para- 
ble and teaching of Jesus in Mat- 
thew 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-9; Luke 
90:9-19. Other unspiritual and im- 
penitent Jews would have taken 
Jesus to make Him king by force 
because of His miracles, such as 
the feeding of the five thousand 
(John 6:15), not realizing that He 
must be crucified and that those 
who take part in His future reign 
on earth must be born again 
(John 3:3,5). 


(The above article explaining this Scrip- 
ture is just a sample of the rich material 
in the editor’s cemmentary on the Gospel 
according to Matthew, THE KING OF 
THE JEWS. 504 big pages. Price: $3.95 
at your book dealer’s. Or add 20c for 
postage and handling and order from 
the Swerd of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Lllinois,) 


The Case Against . . . Evolution 


(Continued from page 3) 


that is outside or contrary to it.” 
(Further information on_ this 
point appears in the Transactions 
of the Victoria Institute for 1932: 
also other points are treated in 
More Difficulties of the Evoli- 
tion Theory—-1938.) 

The following figures are in- 
structive : 


so that both can move only clum- 
sily on land. In the seal the hind 
legs are more closely pinned than 
in the sea lion, and form the chief 
swimming organ by lateral move- 
ments in the water. In the sea 


‘Tion$"the férelimbs are the chief 


swimming organs. I do not believe 
that one’ quadruped which walk- 


Continent Number of genera Percentage of genera Increases in 
now living on it of which fossils are figures since 
known compiled... 
MN i hi es io. eee 48 100.00 
ns hee 71 90.14 94.44 
South America 2 6 72.09 72.42 
Asia FF A aR 13 70.18 72.38 
UU i ae ea ie 145 49.65 59.31 
Australia —....- ade 48 45.83 47.92 


The differences in the figures 
reveal the extent to which each 
continent had been explored for 
fossils at the time of the inquiry. 
In Europe fossils have been found 
of every genus of animal; in North 
America just over 90 per cent— 
now just under 95. I venture to 
predict that eventually the fossils 
will be found of every living genus 
of land mammal. Look at Europe; 
if one divides the Tertiary period 
from Eocene into 12 periods the 
known fossils show that in seven 
of these periods the number of 
genera of which fossils have been 
found is not less than 45. This 
must mean that every genus that 
lived in the past has left a fossil 
record or that in the past the 
number of genera of mammals 
was greater than it now is! 


4. The Theory Postulates Many 
Transformations of Animals 
Which Cannot Have Been 
Effected Gradually 


Examples of such _ postulated 
transformations are the evolution 
of whales, sea cows and seals from 
land animals, and bats from quad- 
rupeds. Both whales and sea cows 
swim by the up and down move- 
ment of the great flattened tail. 
Such movement is impossible in 
an animal that has a pelvis, but 
a well-developed pelvis is essen- 
tial to every land animal which 
used its hind legs for walking. 
Consequently, unless land quadru- 
peds gave birth to whales and 
sea cows by one great mutation 
the creatures must have had a 
line of ancestors which’ could 
neither walk properly on land nor 
swim properly in the sea. 


Seals and sea lions have well- 
developed pelvises and hind legs, 
but these latter are stretched out 
backwards and pinned together 


Transition 


(A Christian’s Thoughts on Death) 

If to die is to rise in power from 
the -husk of the earth-sown 
wheat; 

If to die is to rise in glory from 
the dust of the incomplete; 

If death fills the hand with fresh 
cunning, and fits it with perfect 
tool, 

And grants to the mind full power 
for the tasks of its greatest 
school; 

If death gives new breath to the 
runner and wings to the im- 
prisoned soul, 

To mount with the song of the 
morning toward the _ limitless 
reach of its goal; 

If to die is to throb with the ages 
of life that eternal abides, 

And to thrill with inflowing cur- 
rents of infinite Love’s great 
tides; 

If to die is to see with clear vision 
all mysteries revealed, 

And away is swept the curtain 
from joys that are now con- 
céaled; 

If death is the end of all sorrow 
and crying and anxious care; 

If death gives fullness for longing 
and answer to every prayer; 

If to die is to greet all the martyrs 
and prophets and sages of old, 

And to joyously meet by still 
waters the flock of our own 
little fold; 

If to die is to join Hosannas to a 

- Risen, Reigning Lord, | 

And to feast with Him at His 
table on the bread and wine of 
His board; 

If to die is to enter a City and be 
hailed as a child of its King. 


O grave, where soundeth thy tri- || 


umph? 
O death, where hideth thy sting? 


—Author unknown. 


ed normally ever got its hind 
legs pinned up in the way they 
are in these creatures. 

I have repeatedly asked evolu- 
tionists to describe or draw the 
skeleton’ of a creature of which 
the pelvis and hind legs are ana- 
tomically midway between the 
state that prevails in whales and 
sea cows on the one hand, and a 
land quadruped on the other. No 
one has accepted the challenge, 
and of course a fossil of such a 
creature has not been found, and 
never will be. Such a monster 
can exist only in the imagina- 
tion. To appreciate the absurd- 
ity of the notion that a bat grad- 
ually evolved from a normal quad- 
ruped you have but to glance 
at the skeleton of the wing or 
forelimb of a bat and notice that 
the fingers which support the 
wing are longer than the whole 
body and head put together! 

Equally untenable are _ the 
theories that some fish became 
gradually transformed into an am- 
phibian, the latter into a reptile, 
and a reptiie into a mammal. 
(See Is Evolution a Myth?) 


5. The Theory Is Not Supported 
by Experimental Evidence 


Man has been breeding poultry, 
dogs, horses and cattle for many 
centuries. Not one of these shows 
the least sign of changing imto 
anything else. Pictures (drawings) 
thousands of years old show that 
they have not undergone= any 
great change. They show that 
Egyptians kept dogs of the grey- 
hound and dachshund types, and 
dogs with pendant ears. The 
work of geneticists also testifies 


to the stability of species. Rats, | 


mice, guinea pigs, the crustacean 
Gammarus, and the little fruit 
fly Drosophila decline to — be 
changed into other kinds of ani- 
mals. Breeding experiments with 
various species of the little fly 
Drosophila have been going on 
continuously since 1910, and since 
25 successive generations of Dro- 
sophila Melanogaster can be bred 
in a year in the laboratory, over 
1,100 generations have been bred 
and many mutants produced. 
The book, The Mutants of Dro- 
sophila Melanogaster (1942) by C. 
B. Bridges and Katherine  S. 
Brheme, is a pitiful catalog of 
defectives, such as flies with 
wings reduced to stumps, bent, 
shortened, inflated, blistered, 
crumpled, etc. The geneticist H. 
J. Muller declared, after being a- 
warded a Nobel Prize: ‘Most 
mutations are bad. In fact, good 
ones are so rare that we may 
consider them all as bad.” Le 
Dantec compares the productions 
of geneticists . .. to the meta- 
morphosis of a man at a circus 
who has 35 waistcoats; after re- 
moving them all, he is still a 
man. The Swedish geneticist Heri- 
bert Nilsson rejects the evolution 
theory and writes (Synthetische 
Artbildung ’53): “The known 
facts show that mutants are al- 
ways constitutionally weaker than 
their parent form of species. 
They are never found in nature 
(e.g. not one of several hundreds 
of Drosophila mutations). As the 
mutants are inferior in viability 
to the natural components (bio- 
types) of a species of population, 
they cannot be the fundament 
of any evolution.” He also states: 


“The astonishingly large accumu-| 


lation of experimental results ob- 
tained by genetic research in the 
last fifty years have not been 
freely interpreted. It has been 
considered a duty to force them 
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into support of the theory of evo- 


lution.” 


6. The Distribution of Morpholo- 
gical Characters Within Each 
Phylum, Class and Order Is 
Such as to Preclude All the 

Members of the Same 
Group Being Derived From 
a Common Ancestor 


All attempts to draw up fami- 
ly trees have been rightly criti- 
cized as incorrect. In my. debate 
with Professor J. B. S. Haldane I 
challenged him to draw up a 
pedigree showing the descent of 
all the farnilies of birds from a 
common ancestor, or alternativly 
to draw up a geneological tree 
of the Primates or of any other 
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The Case Against . . . Evolution 


(Continued from page 5) 


group constituting at least an 
order. I also invited him to ac- 
count for the fact that fully a 
score of geneological trees of the 
Primates have been drawn up— 
all different; and to say how he 
would reconcile this with the 
theory of evolution. He declined 

. evaded my challenge to ac- 
count for the way in Which char- 
acters are distributed among the 
members of every large group of 
animals. In Volume 2 of Natural 
History Review (1864) Schroeder, 
Van de Kolk and Vrolick pointed 
out that the distribution of ana- 
tomical characters in the Pri- 
mates showed that the lines of 
affinity construct rather a net- 
work than a ladder. Sir Arthur 
Keith wrote: “From the details 
revealed by anatomical analysis 
it is plain that evolution has not 
proceeded in an orderly or simple 
manner in shaping the bodies of 
the higher Primates: characters 
are curiously scattered.” (Article 
“Man” in Brittanica, 14th edition.) 


7. The Absence of Nascent Organs 


and Structors 

. If the evolution theory be true, 
and evolution still going on, the 
majority of animals should exhibit 
some nascent and some vestigial 
organs or structures, i. e. organs in 
an incipient or partly developed 
condition not yet of any use, and 
organs that are degenerating be- 
cause, owing to changed condi- 
tions, they are no longer useful. 
The number of nascent organs 
should be at least as large as that 
of vestigial organs. Evolutionists 
never mention nascent structures, 
for the excellent reason that they 
exist only in the imaginations of 
transformists. Professor J. B. S. 
Haldane did make an effort giving 
as example, “a corn such as I have 
on each little toe ... Men have 
not worn shoes long enough to al- 
low natural selection (or Lamarc- 
kian inheritance to fix corns as 
an hereditary character... (also) 
the giant Pacinian bodies in hu- 
man neurofibromatosis, and the 
pits of the thorax of ‘vortex’ Dro- 
sophila.” Notice, all the above ex- 
amples are of a pathological na- 
ture. 


As our knowledge increases the 
number of supposed vestigial or- 
gans decreases. ™ 


Some recent books cite teeth 
that never cut through the gums, 
and the caruncula lachrymalis in 
the human eye, as vestigial, des- 
pite. the fact that the former are 
necessary to*thé molding of the 
jaw and the latter facilitates the 
removal of foreign objects that get 
into the eye. Vestigial organs do 
exist, but they seem to be the 
result of sudden mutations. Many 
insects on windswept islands have 
vestigial wings. 

As mutations involving the loss 
of wings occur in the laboratory, 
they almost certainly occur in wild 


wingless mutant would be wiped 
out in a wild population before it 
could produce offspring. 


8. Many Animals Have Habits or 
Instincts Which Cannot Have 
Been Acquired Gradually 


Hundreds of different kinds of 
animals have instincts and habits 
which cannot have been acquired 
gradually. Each is what Arnold 
Lunn has well called “a hit or 
miss phenomenon, an action that 
has to be right for the first time.” 

For example the majority of 
toads and frogs take no care what- 
ever of their eggs. The male clasps 
the female with his forelimbs and 
as the eggs pass out onto the 
water he discharges semen over 
them; then no further interest is 
taken of them. The male midwife 
toad (Alytes obstetricans) takes 
great care of the eggs, however. 
E, L. Grant Watson says (More 
Enigmas of Natural History p. 7): 
“He seizes the female round the 
waist after the usual manner of 
toads and frogs. With appropriate 
movements of his toes, he stimu- 
lates her to stretch out her legs, 
then places his own hind legs be- 
tween them and bends up his 
knees at an angle, thus forming 
a kind of receptacle into which 
the eggs are laid. At the moment 
the eggs are laid, the male shifts 
his hold on the female’s waist to 
an embrace nearer to her head, 
and a little later stretches out his 
body in the act of fecundating the 
eggs. Again after a few minutes 
interval, he attaches the strings 
of eggs to his own legs, passing his 
feet through the egg cocoon, and 
holding the _ gelatinous _ strings 
against his abdomen, so that the 
egg mass bulges around the post- 
erior. end of his body. He then 
retires to a safe retreat where he 
hides during the daytime. At night 
he comes out to feed... the eggs 
are dampened by the dew. After 
three weeks he takes to the water, 
still carrying the eggs ... they 
(tadpoles) bite their way through 
the envelope of jelly which has 
held them together. Not until the 
last of the tadpoles is free of the 
egg-strings does the father disen- 
tangle himself of what remains.” 

As fossils of Bufo have been 
found in Lower Oligocene rocks 
and so this genus has flourished 
for many millions of years without 
taking care of its eggs, why should 
the midwife toad have evolved? 

Needham, like most transform- 
ists, credits toads and, by infer- 
ence, insects, spiders, birds and 
other animals with power not only 
of making great discoveries, but 
with the ability to make practical 
use of these discoveries! 

The fact that most living ento- 
mologists, instead of rejecting the 
doctrine of evolution, write as 
though this doctrine were estab- 
lished truth, is a phenomenon that 
requires investigation ... “What, 
for instance, can have_compelled 


populations; ordinarily, however, a! the first ants to make use of the 
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silk of their larvae to weave leaves 
together so that the nest was 
secure? How did the first ants 
happen on the ingenious utilization 
of glandular secretions which they 
did not themselves possess? Can 
it have occurred accidentally in 
the first place?” (Evelyn Cheese- 
man, in Insects Indomitable, 
1952). 

It does not seém to have oc- 
curred to this lady or to most 
other entomologists to question 
the truth of the evolution theory! 


9. The Existence of a Great 
Number of Endoparasites 

The odds against any free-living 
animal becoming an endoparasite 
such as the worm Ascaris or the 
tapeworm or the liver fluke are 
enormous. Doubtless many crea- 
tures are swallowed by bigger 
animals, but they are digested by 
the swallower unless capable of 
resisting the attacks of its saliva 
and gastric juice and able to 
breathe and nourish themselves in 
the new environment. The fact 
that many hundreds of different 
kinds of endoparasites exist and 
include members of all the great 
animal phyla except the sponges, 
echinoderms and vertebrates, in 
my view disposes of the theory 
that all these endoparasites are 
descended from free-living an- 
cestors. Anyone considering that I 
exaggerate will, I hope, read a 
good book on parasites, such as 
Chandler’s Introduction to Parasi- 
tology. 


10. The Reluctance of Evolution- 
ists to Defend Their Theory in 
Debate 


Probably few of you have any 
idea of the intensity of this reluc- 
tance. In 1938 the Science Mast- 
ers’ Association declined to col- 
laborate with the Evolution Pro- 
test Movement in the compilation 
of a document for the use of 
teachers setting forth very briefly 
(a) the scientific facts (without 
comment) that have led the ad- 
herents of the theory of organic 
evolution to accept it and (b) the 
scientific facts (without com- 
ment) that have led some to re- 
ject the theory. 7 

The Royal Societies of London, 
Edinburgh, and New Zealand, and 
Professor D. M. S. Watson and 
Dr. Julian Huxley have declined 
to debate in writing with Merson 
Davies and myself on “The Weight 
of Evidence Is Heavily Against 
the Theory of Organic Evolution.” 
When completed the debate would 
be published at the expense of the 
Evolution Protest Movemert who 
would present 25 copies to their 
opponents. (See pamphlets: Hvolu- 
tion. The Tactics of the Science 
Masters’ Association, and The B. 
B. C. Abuses Its Monopoly. Also 
Evolutionists Under Fire.) The 
Royal Society of New Zealand also 
refuses to debate evolution. 


The reason of this reluctance 
is that they (scientists) have 
“collared” the Press and the B. 
B. C. and have got the public 
to accept the evolution theory as 
established fact, so they have noth- 
ing to gain but everything to lose 
by letting the public know that 
there is a case against the theory 
so strong that they are unable 
to refute it. 


The late D’Arcy Thompson (p. 
1092 of his great book, On Growth 
and Form, 1942) says (and he is 
perhaps the least unsound of re- 
cent transformists): “In the study 
of evolution and in all our at- 
tempts to trace the descent of the 
animal kingdom, four score years’ 
study of The Origin of Species has 
had an unlooked for and _ disap- 
pointing result. It ... has not 
taught us how birds descended 
from reptiles, mammals from oth- 
er quadrupeds, quadrupeds from 
fishes, nor vertebrates from the 
invertebrate stock. The inverte- 


.| brates themselves involve the self- 


same difficulties, so that we do 


not know the origin of the echino- 


derms, of the molluses, of the 
coelenterates, nor one group of 
protozoa from another ... This 
failure to solve the cardinal prob- 
lems of evolutionary biology is a 
very curious thing.” 

In The Evening Standard (Oct. 
12, 1927) Huxley wrote: “In the 
past of geology the slow, wasteful 
and blind forces of Natural Selec- 
tion have created the marvelous 
living mechanism of ant, bee, bird, 
horse and Man out of living 
slime.” Dr. G. G. Simpson says in 
a Terry Lecture, 1950 (which be- 
came The Meaning of Evolution, 


(Continued from page 1) 


careful, reguiar, systematic study 
of the Word of God, The Bible 
is our Father’s letter to us, His 
redeemed children. We “should 
value it as that which reveals 
His mind and indicates the way 
in which He would have us walk. 
“All scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in right- 
eousness: that the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works” (II 
Tim. 3:16,17). The study of the 
Word will instruct me in the 
truth, it will show me what needs 
to be rectified in my life and walk, 
it will make clear how I may get 
right with God, and it will guide 
me in paths of uprightness. No 
Christian can afford to neglect 
his Bible. If he does, he will be 
stunted and dwarfed in his spirit- 
ual life, and will be a prey to 
doubts and fears, and may be 
carried about by every wind of 
doctrine. 


The Newborn Irishman 


As newborn babes require milk, 
so the regenerated soul needs to 
be nourished on the Word. I won- 
der if you have heard the story of 
the Irishman who was converted 
through reading the New Testa- 


|ment. Rejoicing in his new-found 


treasure, he delighted to pore 
over its sacred pages whenever 
opportunity permitted. 

One day the parish priest called 
to see him and found him perusing 
the precious volume that had 
brought such blessing to his soul. 

“Pat,” he asked sternly, “what 
book is that which you are read- 
ing.” 

“Sure, yer riverance,” was the 
reply, “it’s the New Testament.” 

“The New Testament! Why, Pat, 
that’s not a book for an ignorant 
man like you to read. That is 
for the clergy who go to college 
and learn its real meaning and then 
give it to the people. But unlearn- 
ed folks like you will get all 
kinds of wrong ideas from it.” 

“But, yer riverance,”’ said Pat, 
“I’ve just been reading here and 
it’s the blessed apostle Peter him- 
self that says it, ‘As newborn 
babes, desire the sincere milk of 
the word, that ye may grow there- 
by,’ and sure it’s just a babe in 
Christ I am, and it’s the milk of 
the Word I’m afther, and that’s 
why I am reading it fer meself.”’ 

“That’s all right, Pat, in a way, 
but the Almighty has appointed 
His priests to be the milkmen, and 
when you want the milk of the 
Word you should come to me 
and I will give it to you as you 
are able to bear it.” 

“Oh, sure, yer riverance, you 
know I kape a cow oO’ my own 
out there in the shed, and whin 
I was sick I hired a man to milk 
her fer me, and I soon found he 
was shtealin’ half the milk an’ 
fillin’ the bucket up with wather. 
But whin I got well I discharged 
him and took to milkin’ me own 
cow, and now it’s the rich cream 
I’m gettin’ all the time. And, yer 
riverance, whin I depended on you 
fer the milk of the Word, man 


p. 19): “Thirty million years ago 
your ancestor was something like 
a primitive ape, and sixty million 
years ago something like a tree 
rshrew.” (The shrew’s life span is 
about one-and-a-half to three 
years.—High Way ed.) Simpson 
says also: “There is no real evi- 
dence whatever that evolution has 
had a goal, and there is over- 
whelming evidence that it has 
not.” And “Man is the result of a 
purposeless and materialistic pro- 
cess that did not have him in 
mind.” (pp. 304 and 344.) 


Drs. Julian Huxley and Gaylord 
Simpson thus testify to the truth 
of A. N. Field’s statement on page 
40 of Why Colleges Breed Com- 
munists: The evidential stand- 
ards of modern evolutionist 
science present probably the low- 
est point in intellectual degrada- 
tion reached by civilized man in 
the past two thousand years. All 
is Wildest assumption and limitless 
credulity and with no other end 
but to arrive, by hook or by crook, 
at the most debased view of hu- 
man origins which the mind of 
man is capable of conceiving.” 


(From HIGH WAY MAGAZINE, L. V. 


Cleveland, Editor, Hennecker, New Hamp- 
shire.) 


- Full Assurance of Understanding — 


it was the milk an’ water stuff 
ye gave me, so now I’m milkin’ 
me own cow in this case, too, 
and it’s the rich cream o’ Word 
on which my soul is feedin’ every 
day.” 

Nothing will make up for lack of 
this diligent study of the Bible 
for yourself. You cannot get the 
full assurance of understanding 
without it. But as. you search the 
Scriptures you will find truth af- 
ter truth unfolding in a wonder- 
ful way, so that doubts and 
questions will be banished and 
divinely-given certainty will take 
their place. 


Discouraged Christians 


Many  uninstructed _ believers 
become discouraged because of 
their own failures and Satan takes 
advantage of these to inject into 
their minds doubts as to whether 
they are not deceiving themselves 
after all in supposing they are 
Christians. But a knowledge of the 
truth as to the believer’s two 
natures will often help here. It 
is important. to understand that 
sin in the flesh, inherent in the 
old nature, is not destroyed when 
one is born again. On the contrary, 
that old sin-principle remains: in 
the believer as long as he is in 
the body. What takes place at new 
birth is that a new and divine 
nature is communicated. These 
two natures are in conflict with 
each othér. 


But the Christian who walks in 
the Spirit will not fulfil the desires 
of the flesh, even though at times 
those desires may be manifested. 
In order to so walk, one must take 
sides with God against this prin- 
ciple of evil which belongs to the 
old Adamic nature. God reckons 
it as executed at the cross of 
Christ; for the Lord Jesus died, 
not only for what we have done 
but for what we are by nature. 
Now faith accepts this as_ true, 
and the believer can exclaim, “I 
am crucified with Christ: never- 
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life that 
I now live in the flesh (that is, in 
the body) I live by the faith of 
the Son of God who loved me, 
and gave himself for me” (Gal. 
2:20). 

Carefully consider what is 
taught here: I, the responsible I, 
the old man, all that I was as a 
man in the flesh, including my en- 
tire sinful nature,— “JZ have been 
crucified with Christ.” When was 
that? It was when Jesus died on 
Calvary’s tree nineteen hundred 
years ago. He was there for me. 
I was there in Him. He was my 
representative, my substitute. He 
died the death I deserved to die. 
Therefore in God’s eyes His death 
was my death. So I have died 
with Him. 

Now I am called upon to make 
this real in my ‘personal exper- 
lence. I am to reckon myself as 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God (Rom. 6:11). The old 
nature has ng claim upon me. If 
it asserts itself and endeavors to 
bring me into bondage, I am to 
take sides with God against it. 
He has condemned sin in the flesh. 
I must condemn it too. Instead of 
yielding to it, I am to yield my- 
self unto God as one alive from 
the dead, for I have been crucified 
in Christ’s crucifixion, but I live 
anew in His resurrection. I am 
quickened together with Christ, 
who Himself lives in me. He then 
is my new Master. He is to take 
charge of me and to control me 
for His glory. As yielded to Him, 
I am freed from sin. “Sin shall 
not have dominion over you: for 
ye are not under law, but under 
grace” (Rom. 6:14). The sweet, 
constraining power of grace leads 
me to present my body a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
Seed my intelligent service (Rom. 

Actually, I am still in the body, 
but I belong to the new creation 


of. which the risen Christ is the 


Head. It is only the failure to rec- 
ognize and act upon this that will 
keep me from a life of victory. 
Paul was eager for the Colossian 
and Laodicean believers to realize 
their place and responsibility in 
this new creation. He tells them 
that he literally agonized in spirit 
that they might apprehend this 
truth, and so by heart occupation 
with Christ find complete deliver- 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Full Assurance of Understanding 


(Continued from page 6) 


ance from the power of the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, He shows 
them that Christ Himself is the 
antidote for human _ philosophy, 
legality, ritualism, and asceticism, 
to all of which man is prone to 
turn when seeking deliverance 
from the power of sin, but none 
of which are of any real use 


against the indulgence of the flesh. |° 


It is occupation with a risen, 
glorified Saviour, our exalted Head 
in heaven, that gives the victory 
we crave. As risen with Him, we 
are exhorted to seek the things 
which are above, where Christ sits 
“For ye 
died, and your life (your real life 
as a new creature) is hid with 
Christ in God” (Col. 3:3, R.V.). 


Another Irishman Shouts 
“G lory”’ 


I have told of one Irishman who 
found his joy in the Word of God. 
Let me tell you of another who 
got the full assurance of under- 
standing when he learned the 
truth I have been trying to unfold. 
He had been soundly converted. 
He knew he was saved and for a 
time was filled with joy thereby. 
But one day the awful thought 
came, “What if I should sin in 
such a way as to lose all this, and 
be lost myself after all?’’ He felt 
it would be unspeakably dreadful 
to have once known the Lord and 
then to fall from that high place 
of privilege, and so be overwhelm- 
ed in eternal woe. He brooded on 
this day and night, and was in 
great distress. But one evening in 
a meeting he heard the words 
read from Colossians 3:1-4, to 
which I have referred. I give them 
in full here: 

“If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God. Set your affection 
on things above, not on things on 
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the earth. For ye are dead, and 
your life is hid with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory.” 

As these precious verses fell on 
his ears and he followed them 
with his eyes, something of their 
blessed certainty gripped his soul, 
and forgetting he was in a public 
gathering, he shouted aloud to the 
astonishment of those about him, 
“Glory to God! Whoiver heard of 
a man droundin’ wid his head that 
high above water!” 

You may smile at his apparent 
crudity of conception, but he had 
seen the truth that gives the full 
assurance of understanding. He 
realized his union with Christ, and 
saw that since his Head was al- 
ready in heaven he was eternally 
secure. Oh, what a soul-delivering 
truth that is! How it frees from 
self-occupation and how it glori- 
fies Christ! 

The practical outcome of it is 
seen in the verses that follow (Col. 
3:5-17), where we are exhorted 
to mortify (that is, to put in the 
place of death, practically) our 
members which are upon the 
earth, judging every unclean and 
unholy propensity as having no 
place in the new creation, and 
therefore not to be tolerated for 
a moment as that which is ignoble 
and base. Then we are told what 
habits and behavior we are to put 
off, as discarded clothes that are 
unworthy of the new man; and we 
are directed what to put on as 
properly characteristic of a man 
in Christ. Please read the chapter 
for yourself. : 

The Lord Jesus said, “Ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.’”’ How neces- 
sary then for His redeemed ones to 
study His Word in dependence 
upon His Holy Spirit, that they 
may be delivered both from the 
feafs: that are the result of ignor- 
ance of His truth and the pride 
that is a result of self-confidence. 
The liberating Word alone will 
give to the honest, yielded soul 
who searches it prayerfully, in 
order that it shall have its sway 
over his life, the full assurance of 
understanding, for it is written: 
“The entrance of thy words giveth 
light; it giveth understanding unto 
the simple.” 


Go On! Go On! Go On! 


And so as one goes on in the 
Christian life, and various prob- 
lems and perplexities arise, it will 
be found that the Word of God 
will give the answer to them all, 
so far as it is His will that we 
should understand them down 
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“ay 


TODAY 


[here. There will always be myster- 
ies beyond our comprehension, for 
God’s ways are not our ways, and 
His thoughts are not our thoughts. 
But the trusting soul learns to be 
content with what He has reveal- 
ed, and so to quietly leave the 
rest to be unfolded in that coming 
day when we shall behold Him as 
He is, and in His light shall see 
light, and know even as we. our- 
selves are known of Him. 


When I shall wake in that fair 
morn of morns, 
After whose dawning never night 
~returns, 
And with whose glory day eternal 
burns, 
I shall be satisfied. 


When I shall meet with those that 
I have loved, 

Clasp in my arms the dear ones 
long removed, 

And find how faithful Thou to me 
hast prov'd, 
I shall be satisfied. & 


Until then, the Word is to be a 
lamp unto our feet and a light 
unto our path, whereby we walk 


safely and securely through a 
world where sin and sorrow reign, 
and where there are inscrutable 
mysteries on every hand, unsolv- 
able by human intelligence, know- 
ing that all is well for those who 
are known of God and are called 
according to His purpose of grace 
as. revealed .in Christ Jesus. 
Enough has. been set forth in His 
Word to give our hearts rest, and 
to keep our souls in peace as we 
enjoy the “full assurance of un- 
derstanding.” The rest we can 
leave to Him who doeth all things 
well, and who loves us with an 
everlasting love. 


I am not skilled to understand 
What God hath willd, what God 
hath plann'd; 
I only know at His right hand 
Is one who is my Saviour! 


I take Him at His word indeed: 
‘Christ died for sinners, this I 
read; 
For in my heart I find a need 
Of Him to be my Saviour! 
(From the book, FULL ASSURANCE, 


published by Loizeaux Bros., New York.) 
— THE END — 


(Continued from page 1) 


Lord shall be king over all the 
earth...’ (Zech. 14:4-9). The ex- 
act and identical place of His first 
coming was pointed out seven hun- 
dred years before His birth by the 
Prophet Micah. So likewise the 
identical place of His return to 
earth is pointed out in 
14 of Zechariah and in chapter 1 
of Acts. His feet will stand in 
that triumphant day upon the 
Mount of Olives. 


The Condition of the World 
at Our Lord’s Return 


The condition of the world will 
also be as it was when Jesus was 
taken up to heaven. When our 
Saviour left the world He had 
been rejected by men and crucifi- 
ed. His very tomb had been sealed 
With a pagan seal. The vast 
hosts of the peoples and nations 
of the world, including the chosen 
race, were in sin, lived in sin, 
were unrepentant in their sin. 
Only a little handful of believers, 
following the Lord and faithful 
to Him, saw Him go away. This 
little band of disciples was alone 
in the whole world of darkness 
and iniquity. 

When Christ returns He will 
come as He went away. There 


of faithful believers among the 
millions of the earth. Few will be 
expectantly watching and wait- 
ing. ‘““‘When the Son of man com- 
eth, shall he find faith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18:8). “As it was in 
the days of Noah, so. shall it 
be also in the days’ of the Son 
of man. They did eat, they drank, 
they married wives, they were 
given in marriage, until the day 
that Noah entered into the ark, 
and the flood came, and destroyed 
them all, Likewise also as it was 
in the days of Lot; they did eat, 
they drank, they bought, they sold, 
they planted, they builded; but 
the same day that Lot went out 
of Sodom it rained fire and brim- 
stone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. Even thus shall it be 
in the day when the Son of man 
is revealed” (Luke 17:26-30). 
In the days of Noah the world 
lay in wickedness and violence. 
Only Noah and his little family 
were righteous in the eyes of God. 
In the days of Lot, Sodom and 


plain were sold to do evil. Only 
Lot and his little family remained 
true to the Lord. It will be thus 
when Jesus comes again. “ For 


and kingdom against kingdom: 
and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in 
divers places. All these are the 
beginning of sorrows. Then shall 
they deliver you up to be afflicted, 
and shall kill you: and ye shall 
be hated of all nations for my 
name’s sake. And then shall many 
be offended, and shall betray one 
another, and shall hate one an- 
other. And many false prophets 
shall rise, and shall deceive many. 
And because iniquity shall abound, 
the love of many. shall wax cold’ 
(Matt. 24:7-12), 


The Error of Post- 
Millennialism 
In contradistinction to this rev- 


elation of Holy Scriptures con- 


The Blessed Hope 


chapter | 


Gomorrah and the cities of the 


nation shall rise against nation,’ 


cerning the state of the world 
When Jesus comes, there are many 
who are persuaded that the world 
will grow better and better until 
finally it will evolve into the 
period of universal blessing which 
we call the millennium. They also 


believe, those who follow _ this 
| strange doctrine, that the Lord 
will not come until after this 


thousand years of bliss and per- 
fection. They believe that through 
the preaching of the Gospel, 
through the operation of the Holy 
Spirit, through the regeneration of 
the nations, Christ will rule in the 
hearts of men and that He will 
be received as King over all the 
earth. They are persuaded that the 
tiger will cease to bare his fangs, 
that the leopard will change ‘his 
spots, that men will grow 
perfection through the efforts of 
organized Christianity. 

The indisputable and irrefutable 
evidence of this, so they say, is 
to be found in the progress we 
have achieved through science 
and culture. In such things as the 
luxurious automobiles we now 
drive, and in such things as the 
extension of communication from 
the signal fires of the cave man 
to the modern miracle of radio, 


will be comparatively a small band | me profess to see a pattern for 


|'They think that the evolution of 


conquests of Christianity. 
the natural man along utilitarian 
lines is a harbinger for the spirit- 
ual triumphs of the preaching of 
the Gospel which will ultimately 
ensue in the perfect world that 
we call the millennium. This 
teaching and doctrine is most fel- 
icitous in its optimism regarding 
the ability of unregenerate human- 
ity to overcome the terrible af- 
flictions that beset it. It is, indeed, 
a marvelous tribute to the innate 
worth and latent possibilities. of 
Homo sapiens. 

There are just two flaws in the 
doctrine. It has no_ illustration 
in history and it is the open denial 
of the plain and revealed Word 
of God. However man has evolved 
in art, in science, in culture, he 
is still in his heart and in his 
soul a rebel against heaven and 
a transgressor of the laws of 
God. The cave man fought and 
killed his brother with a stone or 
a club. The modern civilized man 
kills his brother with atomic 
bombs and liquid fire. But the 
heart that lies back of the violence 
filled with malice and hate is still 
the same. 


The earth is thousands of years 
old and generations have come and 
gone, but we are still as lost and 
undone as were our first parents. 
Man has lifted himself out of ig- 
norance and superstition and dark- 
ness and has entered almost every 
glorious area of achievement; but 
spiritually, throughout his gen- 
erations, he is still the same. As 
someone’has said, “Man has learn- 
ed to fly through the air like 
a bird; he has learned to swim 
through the sea like a fish; but 
he has not learned to walk on 
the earth like a man,” With all 
our boasted achievements we are 
still on the same level with Adam 
and Eve when they were driven 
out of the Garden of Eden. Educa- 
tion, reformation, Jlegislation—al} 
have failed. We are still a help- 


into | 


less and dying people. The Scrip- 
tures say that the divided, warring 
race will continue in disobedience 
and rejection until Jesus comes 
again. The Scriptures say that our 
hope for a new world wherein 
righteousness may prevail lies in 
the personal appearing of our Sav- 
iour Christ Jesus. 

If we believe that man is able 
to save himself and to bring to 
reality the golden millennium of 
heaven; if we believe that the 
Lord’s return is conditioned on 
our achievement of the result 
through the preaching of the Gos- 
pel; then we have removed the 
doctrine of the Second Coming of 
Christ as a practical factor in our 
lives. It will take untold hundreds 
and hundreds of years before we 
are. able to convert the world 
as it now continues. There 
many hundreds of millions more 
pagans and unbelievers in the 
world today than there were when 
Christianity began. In Africa, just 
to point out one place, the Moslem 
makes ten converts to the Chris- 
tian’s one, 


If we are not to look for the 
return of our. Lord until after 
the conversion of the world 
(which will consume untold cen- 
turies); and if, beyond that far 
away day of world conversion, we 
are not to look for the Lord un- 
til the one thousand years of 
millennial bliss are complete; then 
for all practical purposes the 
teaching of the return of Christ 
has no relevancy to our daily lives. 
The exhortation of our Lord Je- 
sus in Matthew 24:42, “Watch 
therefore: for ye know not what 
hour your Lord cometh,” is mean- 
ingless. And again, His earnest 
appeal in Matthew 24:44, “There- 
fore, be ye also ready: for in 
such an hour as ye think not the 
Son of man cometh,” is ridiculous, 


The Testimony of the 
Scriptures 
There has never been a dis- 
position on the part of the Holy 


Spirit, as He has revealed to 
us the future in the Sacred 
Word, to encourage us in the 


persuasion that the world as we 
know it and as we are able to 
work in it, will ever come 
wholly and absolutely to the Lord. 
In the parable of the sower in 
chapter 13 of Matthew, there is 
a fractional response to the gos- 
pel message. Some of the seed fell 
by the wayside and the birds took 
it away. Some fell on stony 
ground and the sun scorched it. 
Some fell where the _ thorns 
and briars choked it out. Only 
a portion of the seed fell on 
good ground and brought forth 
a harvest to God. This is a picture 
of the reception of the gospel mes- 
sage in the earth. Its success is 
only fractional. 

We see the same thing in the 
parable of the tares. To the 
end of the world, when the tares 
are separated from the wheat, 
they grow up together. There is 
a mixed growing of both the child- 
ren of the evil one and the child- 
ren of heaven. It is only at the 
end of the world that the Son 
of Man sends forth His angels to 
gather out of His kingdom all 
things that offend and them that do 
iniquity. Only after the purging 
of the judgment fires of heaven 
do we have a purified world, 

In the parable of the mustard 
seed we have a picture of the 
growth of Christendom and organ- 
ized Christianity. It takes root in 
the earth and it grows among all 
the nations and peoples of the 
world, but as it grows every un- 
clean bird comes to roost in its 
branches. 

The world expression of Chris- 
tianity is like leaven that cor- 
rupts the three measures of meal. 
There has been no period in two 
thousand years of Christian his- 
tory when worldliness and pride 
and selfishness have not corrupted 
the Church and the _ organized 
work of the people of God. Some- 
times the _ grossest 
sins lie in the working mass. E- 
very dark page that we read in 
Christian history is a vast amen 
to the revelation of God’s Word. 

Paul’s picture of the later days 
is without exception one of night 
and gloom, one of sin and of falling 
away. To the Ephesian elders in 
Acts 20:29-30, he says: “For I 
know this, that after my depart- 
ing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock, 
Also of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Page Eight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 14, 1955 


The Blessed Hope 


(Continued from page 7) 


to draw away disciples after 
them.” To the Thessalonians he 
writes: “Let no man deceive you 
by any means: for that day shall 
not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man 
of sin be revealed, the son of per- 
dition; who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that 
he as God sitteth in the temple 
of God, Shewing himself that 
‘he is God” (II Thess. 2:3, 4). 
When Paul writes his final letter 
to Timothy, his son in the min- 
istry, his description of the end- 
time has not varied. “Now the 
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in 
the latter times some shall depart 
‘from the faith, giving heed to se- 
ducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; 
having their conscience seared 
with a hot iron; forbidding to 
marry, and commanding to abstain 
from meats, which God hath creat- 
ed to be received with thanksgiv- 
ing of them which believe and 
know the truth’ (I Tim. 4:1-3). 


The portrayal of the world in 
the Book of the Revelation is 
not different from that in the 
Gospels and in the Epistles of 
. Paul. The Lord who comes in the 
' Apocalypse does not find a world 
of perfection and purity, of peace 
‘and beauty. Rather, He finds a 
‘world bathed in violence and 
_ blood, one where the armies of 
'the nations are gathered against 
‘the Son of Man and His saints. 


Revelation 19:11-14 heralds the 
appearance of our. triumphant 
‘Lord: “And I saw heaven open- 
ed, and behold a white horse; and 
he that sat upon him was called 
Faithful and True, and in right- 
eousness he doth judge and make 
war. His eyes were as a flame of 
fire, and on his head were many 
crowns; and he had a name writ- 
ten that no man knew, but he 
himself. And he was clothed with 
a vesture dipped in blood: and his 
name is called The Word of God. 
And the armies which were in 
heaven followed him upon white 
horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean,” 


Then in the same chapter, ver- 
ses 19, 20 and 21 describe the 
terrible reception and results of 
the conquering King of heaven: 
“And I saw the beast, and the 
kings of the earth, and their arm- 
jes, gathered together to make 
war against him that sat on the 
horse, and against his army. And 
the beast was taken, and with 
him the false prophet. that 
wrought miracles before him, with 
which he deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast, 
and them that worshipped his im- 
age. These both were cast alive 
into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone. And the remnant were 
slain with the sword of him that 
sat upon the horse, which sword 
proceeded out of his mouth: and 
all the fowls were filled with their 
flesh.” 


The Judgments of God Upon 
a Wicked World 


When the Lord Jesus comes 
back it will not be in any sense 
to walk among the regenerated 
and perfected people. Rather, His 
coming will be characterized by 
a series of judgments upon the 
wicked and the violent who lead 
the armies of the earth. 


In the parable of the fish in 
the net Jesus describes such a 
judgment: 
of heaven is like unto a net, that 
was cast into the sea, and gather- 
ed of every kind: which, when it 
was full they drew to shore, and 
sat down, and gathered the good 
into vessels, but cast the bad 
away. So shall it be at the end of 
the world: the angels shall come 
forth, and sever the wicked from 
among the just. And shall cast 
them into the furnace of fire; 
there shall be wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth” Matt. 13:47-50). 

In chapter 25 of Matthew, in 
the story of the Great Judgment, 
we have the same awesome pic- 
ture again. The Son of Man shall 
come in His glory and all the 
holy angels with Him. All the 
nations are gathered before Him 
and He separates them one from 
another as a shepherd divides the 
sheep from the goats. Those on 
His right hand, He invites to come 
into the blessedness of the heaven- 
ly Father to inherit the kingdom 


“Again, the kingdom. 


prepared for them from the foun- 
dation of the earth. Those on His 
left hand are sent away into ever- 
lasting darkness and condemna- 
tion to a place prepared not for 
men but the Devil and his angels 
and only chosen by men who spurn 
the mercies of God. 

The famous parables of the 
pounds in chapter 19 of Luke tells 
an identical story. The nobleman 
goes away into a far country to 
receive for himself a kingdom. 
While he is gone he turns over the 
affairs of his kingdom in the earth 
to men. When he returns he asks 
for an accounting of their stew- 
ardship. Some were his friends 
and loved his appearing, but many 
were his enemies. What of them? 
The nobleman says: “But those 
mine enemies, which would not 
that I should reign over them, 
bring hither, and slay them before 
me” (Luke 19:27). While our Sav- 
iour is away in heaven He inter- 
cedes for us all and prays that we 
all might repent and be saved; but 
when He comes, He will find that 
there are many who rejected His 
grace and who refused His lord- 
ship. 

Glorious and beautiful pictures 
are multiplied in the Holy Scrip- 
tures regarding a marvelous period 
of universal blessing awaiting the 
earth. It shall certainly come, a 
time when the nations shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, their 
spears into pruning hooks, when 
peace shall prevail, when iniquity 
shall be banished, when righteous- 
ness shall triumph, when the 


earth shall bring forth her fruit 
and the desert shall blossom like 
a rose; a time when storms shall 
no longer rage, when the earth 
shall be at rest in the harmony of 
the spheres, when the heavens and 
all creation shall be redeemed and 
purified. 

But each time these millennial 
pictures are drawn in the Sacred 
Scriptures, they are preceded by 
the judgments of the refining fires 
of the Lord God Almighty. Before 
the millennial prophecy in Isaiah 
11, are written the judgments of 
God in Isaiah 10. Before the millen- 
nial picture of Micah 4, is the ter- 
rible visitationofthe Lordin Mi- 
cah 3. In Revelation 20:22 are re- 
corded the celestial pictures of the 
marvelous work of God in the new 
heaven and the new earth; but 
before there is a new heaven and 
a new earth, there are the terrible 
judgments of Almighty God upon 
sin and iniquity depicted in chap- 
ters 16 and 19. There is no such 
thing in the Holy Scriptures’ as 
a new world and a new heaven 
without the burning, cleansing 
power of Almighty God. 


If He were to come even now, 
think how relatively few among 
the millions of the earth stand 
ready to pray the answering pray- 
er of John, “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” As a people and as a 
Church, we ourselves have almost 
forgotten His admonition that we 
watch and be ready: “For in such 
an hour as ye think not the Son 
of Man cometh.” 

‘(From the book, THESE ISSUES WE 


MUST FACE, published by Zondervan 
Publishing House, used by permission, 


Fourteen chapters, price, $1.75, from 
Sword of the Lord. Add 15c postage.) 
—-THE END — 


The Woman 


in the Case 


(Continued from page 1) 


Scripture. I think he sent for Paul 
because time was dragging heavily 
on his hands. Time.always drags 
heavily on the hands of a sinner. 
I think Felix had heard of Paul, 
heard he was a scholar, heard he 
was a philosopher, heard he was 
a rather radical, extreme sort of 
man. Yet he was an interesting 
character. He said, ‘Wouldn’t you 
like to hear him talk? Let’s send 
for him.’ He was looking for a 
thrill. 


I am sorry for sinners, all you 
men and women without God who 
are looking for something to de- 
light you, something to thrill you. 
The trouble about it is that the 
thing that satisfies you today will 
not satisfy you tomorrow. It 
takes something more exciting, 
something more _ stimulating, 
something more exhilarating. But 
we who have Jesus Christ have 
found Him a satisfying portion. 

One day a lady said to Mr. 
Moody, ‘“There is a very sensation- 
al show coming to this town. 
People say it is a little question- 
able, but I would like to see it. 
What do you think about my go- 
ing to it? What do you think 
about a Christian seeing that sort 
of thing?” 

“Oh,” Mr. Moody said, “I always 
go to a show like that when I 
want to.” 

She said, “You do!” 

“Yes, Madam; but I never want 
to go. I have something much 
better!” Say, we Christian people 
have something so much better! 
People lose their taste for garlic 
and onions when they feed on 
heavenly manna; they do not much 
care for the slop that the hogs eat 
when they can sit down at a table 
and have the angels wait on them 
and feed on the bread of life. Oh, 
the poor sinners in this city, run- 
ning hither and thither, looking 
for a thrill! I have had a real 
thrill, the stimulating power of 
God’s grace, a sense of God’s near- 
ness, a consciousness of God’s 
presence. I am sorry for you sin- 
ners. Don’t you sympathize with 
us Christians! We are getting 
along fine, thank you. We are hav- 
ing a good time. You are tossed 
about upon a restless, disturbed 
sea; we have calm that you know 
nothing about. 


Paul Had Seen a Vision, and 
Nothing Could Stop Him 

Felix said, ‘Let’s send for Paul,’ 
and Paul comes into the presence 
of that wicked couple. Let’s you 
and me coach him a little; let’s 
tell him how to preach. “Now, 
Paul, you have a very prominent 
man in the audience, and a prom- 
inent woman. You are in jail. You 


are going to have a trial before 
long. Now, listen, Paul, you can 
make up to that couple. Here is 
your chance! Sell yourself to them. 
Try to sell yourself, Flatter them 
a little. Say some nice things to 
them. You can win them, and 
they will be eating out of your 
hand. When your trial comes up 
they will get you out. This is the 
opportunity you have been look- 
ing for.” 

But Paul was not like that. Paul 
forgot himself. He stood in the 
presence of this wicked couple 
and preached the truth to them. 
He dared to preach the truth. Say, 
all Hell could not stop Paul! It 
did not matter what people did 
to him; they could not stop him. 
He did not mind a jail. I said the 
other day that if you built a prison 
across Paul’s path, he would walk 
through the prison and come out 
on the other side with a convert 
under one arm and a prison gate 
under the other. Nobody could 
stop him. When Paul was preach- 
ing in a town he never did say, 
“I wonder what kind of hotel is 
in that town?” He said, “I won- 
der what kind of jail they have 
in that town. Say, Silas, were you 
ever in that place? What kind of 
dungeon was there?” Nobody 
could stop Paul. One day he was 
going down the road to Damascus 
and he saw a light flash from 
Heaven. He heard a voice out of 
eternity, and he never forgot it. 
When the sun comes up, the stars 
always hide. I met a man not long 
ago who told about his scholarship 
and his degrees—all about his ex- 
periences and how much he knew. 
How he did strut his stuff! He 
was a preacher, too. I thought to 
myself, “Brother, how many 
people did you ever win to Jesus 
Christ?” What good does a D.D. 
and an LL.D. and a Ph.D. do; 
what good does a university diplo- 
ma and a seminary diploma do if 
you have never won anybody to 
Jesus Christ? What good is all 
the knowledge that men can give 
you unless you use it for God? 
A Christian has no right to any- 
thing he does not use for God. 
You have no right to scholarship 
unless you use it for God. You 
have no right to money unless you 


| use.it for God. You have no right 
to health unless you use it for 


God. A Christian has no right to 
anything he does not use for God! 
The only business a Christian has 
of getting is to get so he can 
serve. The more you know, the 
more responsibility you have. 


People could not stop Paul. He 
had a vision. That day he met 


Jesus he forgot about his diploma. 


He forgot he was a D.D. He for- 


got that he was a blue-blooded 
aristocrat. He forgot about his 
ancestors. He said, ‘Since I met 
Jesus Christ all these — things 
amount to nothing to me. They 
sink into absolute insignificance.’ 
I find that the more men know 
about God, the less they magnify 
some things that scme folks mag- 
nify. 

Let’s suppose that you and I 
were living back in Paul’s day. 
One day you are going down the 
road to Damascus and you see 
a little man running down the 
road. You say, “Hello, Mister. 
What are you running for?” 


_ “Oh,” he says, “they are about 
to kill me!” 

“About to kill you? What have 
you done?” 


I was up there and some friends 
put me in a basket, took a rope, 
and let me down over the wall. If 
they had not done it, I suppose 
I would have been killed. But I 
am about to get away.” 

“Well, what did you do? Were 
you in jail?” 

“Oh, no, no!” 

“You didn’t kill anybody?” 

“Oh, no, no!” 

“Well, what are you running 
for?’’ 

“Well, I will tell you how it 
was. I was up there preaching. I 
was telling the people that God 
loved them and Jesus died for 
them, and they did not like it. 
They said, ‘Let’s kill him! Let’s 
kill ham! And they would have 
gotten me if somebody had not 
put me in a basket, taken a rope 
and let me down.” 

“Now, wait a minute, Mister. 
You talk like you’ve been to 
school. I believe you are a univer- 
sity graduate. You talk like a 
scholar. Don’t tell me you’ve gone 
off with those fanatics. Say, you 
have a background; you have 
scholarship; you have standing!” 

But Paul says, “Gentlemen, you 
don’t understand. One time I was 
going to Damascus, and I saw a 
light flash from Heaven. I heard 
a voice out of eternity, and I have 
been in debt ever since that time. 
I must pay the debt.” 

You say, “Poor fellow, isn’t .it 
strange that a man with his in- 
telligence and sense and back- 
ground would go off on a tangent 
like that, act the fool and be a 
warped man, a fanatic—isn’t it a 
pity?” 

Somebody answers you, “Well, 
you can’t ever tell how a fellow 
is going to turn out, you know. 
Things like that happen. Here 
we are going along in the middle 
of the road, sane, and making 
some money.” 

Time passes and one day on the 
outskirts of the city you see some 
dogs and boys. You say, “What’s 
the matter, boys?” 

One of the boys says, “Well, 
Mister, I don’t know; but it looks 
to me like this feliow is dead. I 
believe he’s dead as sure as the 
world!”’ 

You get off your horse, go over 
there and lay your head down on 
his chest. You say, “No, no; he’s 
not dead. His heart is beating. 
Son, run get me some water. 
Hurry! I believe the fellow is alive, 
and we may be able to save him.” 

The little boy runs and brings 
some water. You wash the dirt 
off of his face. He opens his eyes 
and says, “Glory to God! Hallelu- 
jah! Praise.the Lord!” 

You say, “‘He’s out of his head. 
He has a high fever and is rav- 
ing.” 

He says, “No, I’m not out of my 
head. Hallelujah!” 

“What’s the matter?” 

“They left me for dead. I 
thought I was about gone, too. 
Listen, I’ve been’ so close to 
Heaven that I was kissed by spirits 
from a world celestial, and was 
fanned by zephyrs from the wings 
of angels, and read my titles clear 
to mansions in the sky!” 

“What is your name? What are 
you talking about? What are you 
raving about?” 

Paul says, “I beg your pardon. 
My name is Paul.” 2 

“Paul? Why hello, Paul!* We 
met you one time-coming down 
the Damascus. road. We knew 
something was going to happen to 
you. Why do you want to be crazy 
like that, go off on a tangent and 
take up with the crowd of fana- 
tics?” 

Paul says, “By the way, did I 
tell you gentlemen about that day 
I was going down the Damascus 
road and saw a light flash from 
Heaven and heard:a voice out of 
eternity? I just want to tell. you 


that I am in debt. I have a debt 
to pay, and I am going to try to 
pay it. Will you help me to my 
feet? I believe I can stand alone 
if you will help me up, I am going 
to get to preach some more— 
hallelujah! I’m going to get to tell 
somebody else that God loves 
them and Jesus died for them.” 


You say, “Good-by, old fellow; 
it is too bad.” 


We go on off and talk it over. 
We talk about how wise we. are 
and about how little sense he has. 


One day we get aboard a vessel 
to go over to Macedonia. We are 
about to sit down when we see a 
fellow come. aboard. I say, “By 
the way, that guy looks like... 
Say, Mister, wait a minute! Isn't 
your name Paul?” 


“Yes, gentlemen. How are you? 
I am giad to see you.” 

“Where are you going?” 

“T am going over to Macedonia 
to preach. I got a call from over 
there last night.” 

“Didn’t anybody speak to the 
committee .. .” 

“No, while I was sleeping the 
angel of the Lord stood by me 
and said, ‘I want you to go to 
Macedonia.’ And I’m on the way 
over there to preach the gospel 
and tell the glorious story of God’s 
love and God’s redeeming grace.” 

“Now listen, Paul, I want to 
talk to you. You are just crazy, 
that’s all. A man of your intelli- 
gence wasting your time like that! 
We have a bank over in Mace- 
donia, and we need a good, honest, 
upright man—a man of culture, 
a man who can speak several 
languages. We will pay you a big 
salary.” 

Paul says, “That is very kind 
of you, gentlemen—say, by the 
way, I believe I told you fellows 
about that day I was going down 
to Damascus and the light I saw 
flash from out of eternity. I am 
going over to Macedonia to help 
pay the debt.” 

We say, “Oh, you can’t do any- 
thing with him; he’s crazy!” 

Time passes, and one day we 
are going down a road. As we 
draw near to a city we see people 
leading some prisoners off down 
a road for execution. In the front 
ranks is a little Jew with steady 
step. I say, “You know, that little 
fellow looks like that Jew, Paul. 
Say, Mister, what is your name?” 

“My name is Paul.” 

“Why, hello, Paul!” 

“Hello, gentlemen.” 

“Where are you going, Paul?” 

“I’m going to Heaven in a few 
minutes.” 

“What’s the matter?” 

“They're cutting my head off.” 

“Why, Paul—what’s the matter! 
Is there anything we can do for 
you?” 

“No, no! Thank you very much, 
gentlemen. You’ve been very kind, 
but there is nothing you can do.” 


“Well, we’re awfully sorry, Paul. 
We really have an affection for 
you. We thought you were crazy 
but there is something about you 
that commanded our respect and 
stirred our affections. We wish we 
could do something for you, Paul.” 


“By the way, did I tell you 
gentlemen about the day I was 
going down the road to Damascus 
and the light I saw flash from 
Heaven and that voice out of 
eternity? I want to tell you I 
have the debt paid. I have written 
Timothy a letter and told him I 
fought a good fight, I finished the 
course, I kept the faith. The debt 
is now all paid. I am ready to be 
offered.” 


You know, all Hell cannot stop a 
man like that! Guns can not stop 
him. Jails cannot stop him. Kings 
on their thrones cannot stop him. 
Nothing can stop him! 


Paul Dared to Preach 
the Truth 


That was the man who stood 
in the presence of this wicked 
couple and preached the truth to 
them. He dared to preach the 
truth to them. He did not preach 
leve to them. I believe it was 
Gipsy Smith who said, ‘We have 
preached love in this country until 
some people are lovesick.”’ Do. you 
know what this country needs? 
This country needs six months of 
Hell-fire and damnation preach- 
ing. This country needs the right- 
eousness of God and the justice 
of God preached. We have turned 
God Almighty and Jesus Christ 
into sickly sentimentalists. We 
need some old-time Jonathan Ed- 
wardses turned loose in this coun- 
try. We are a bunch of egomaniacs 
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strutting our way to Hell, think- 
ing we are too respectable to be 
damned! Of course, we ought to 
preach love to the right crowd. It 
is all right to tell a sinner that 
God loves him if you put the rest 
of it in there, too; but this thing 
of standing up and just telling sin- 
ners God loves them, and never 
telling them that sin damns them 
and that God is a just God, is 
not enough and you had better 
watch out if you are doing it. 


I have always preached love to 
some people. I never preach Hell 
to a drunkard. You do not have 
to preach Hell to a drunkard. 
There is not a drunken bum in 
Chicago who wants to be a drunk- 
ard. There never was a drunken 
bum who ever staggered down the 
street who wanted to be that. He 
js a poor, helpless slave. Tell him 
that God loves him. Tell him that 
Jesus Christ died for him. But 
do you know who needs Hell 
preached to them? These frizzly- 
headed, cigarette-smoking cock- 
tail-drinking society women! 
These respectable folks who have 
their cocktail parties and think 
they are too decent to go to Hell— 
that is the gang that needs it! I 
never preached Hell to a harlot in 
my life. I have been in those homes 
of shame with the gospel, those 
places where the soiled doves of 
the underworld live in their in- 
famy. You do not have to preach 
Hell to-a harlot. She knows more 
about Hell than any preacher can 
tell her. No woman at heart wants 
to be that. I talked to one in a 
West Virginia city whose own 
dear uncle was president of one of 
the greatest universities in Amer- 
ica. She told me the story of how 
_ she made her first wayward step. 
As I stood there with those prom- 
inent Christian women (she had 
requested to see a preacher) and 
told her God loved her, she said, 
*Not me, Not me!” 


I said, “God loves you.” 


But do you know who needs Hell 
preached to them? These women 
who are running to the divorce 
courts every week, getting a di- 
vorce on every little excuse, break- 
ing marriage vows—this high-so- 


ciety, godless, worldly, sensual 
gang! The high-brows are the 
ones who need it! Jesus Christ 


never preached Hell to the sin- 
sick and world-weary. He told 
them about a prodigal son, a lost 
sheep and a lost coin. But those 
godless Pharisees he called a gen- 
eration of vipers and said, ‘How 
can you escape the damnation?’ 


Paul talked straight. He did not 
review the latest book. Nothing 
makes me so sick as to find some 
preacher on a Sunday night look- 
ing at empty pews and reviewing 
the latest book when he has the 
Word of God to preach—-THE 
WORD OF GOD, the power of 
God! 

Paul did not try to match wits 
with people. I have no patience 
With that either. A man said the 
other day, ‘When you get to talk- 
ing to these university people, 
match wits with them. Do not use 
the term new birth because they 
will not know what you are talk- 
ing about.” 

I said, “Jesus Christ used the 
term new birth to a man and told 
him he could not understand it.” 


Paul matched the Word of God 
against them. He reasoned of 
righteousness, temperance and 
judgment. He preached straight to 
them. He did not flinch. He did 
not dodge. He did not trim. He 
did not cut the message. And he 
preached to prominent people. 
Anybody can preach to the com- 
mon folks, ordinary everyday 
people. 

Years ago Peter Cartright, that 
pioneer circuit rider who rode 
his one-eyed horse across this 
country, that preacher who wore 
out his Bible and his saddle going 
from place to place preaching the 
gospel, came to Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, to a great Methodist con- 
ference. The Methodist conference 
Would not preach him because. he 
Was a sort of a woodsman and 
countryman and Nashville was 
quite a high-brow city. It was 

led “The Athens of the South.” 
They had some aristocratic people 
there and an aristocratic pastor, 
and they would not use him. 
People tried to get them to preach 
him. At last the Presbyterian 
pastor said, “If you will not preach 
Peter in the Methodist church, 
I will preach him in the Presby- 
€rian church.” The Baptist pastor 
said, “If you will not have him, 


church.” At last the aristocratic 
Methodist preacher had to take 
him, Peter Cartright got up in 
the puplit. He opened his Bible 
and started to read. As he start- 
ed to read, the Methodist preacher 
behind him pulled his coat. tail 
and whispered, ‘Peter, Peter.” 


Peter said, “WHAT? What do 
you say? You say General Jackson 
has just come in? Well, what do 
we care about General Jackson. 
Let me alone! If he does not re- 
pent he will go to Hell just like 
everybody else. Don’t bother me!” 

The next day General Jackson 
said, “Peter, come over and have 
dinner with me.” 


The next day they sat down 
together and General Jackson said, 
“Peter, if I could man my army 
with men like you, I could go across 
the Atlantic Ocean and take over 
the British Empire.” The might- 
iest things on earth are preach- 
ers who will not flinch! There is 
no place on earth where a man 
is more tempted to compromise 
manhood than in the puplit, and 
there is no place on earth where 
there is a greater opportunity to 
be a man than in the puplit. 


Paul Was Not Influenced by 
the Power and Position 
of His Audience 

Paul preached to prominent 
people. 

Years ago down on the sea- 
shore of Biloxi, Mississippi, one 
of those old-time camp meetings 
was in progress. The preacher 
was calling mourners up for 
prayer. Down the aisle came an 
influential Louisiana colonel. He 
got down on his knees but did 
not even bow his head. He look- 
ed at the common people around 
him. crying. He looked around as 
if to say, “Now, God, if you 
want to save me, I'll let You do 
it. It will be quite a compliment 
to you—I’m Colonel So-and-So 
from New Orleans. If You save 
me it will be quite an honor to 
You. It will attract a lot of at- 
tention. If it is any favor, it is 
all right—I will let You do it.” 

The preachers would speak in 
an easy, at-home way to the 
plain people, but to the colonel 
they would say, “Now, Colonel, 
trust the Lord.” 

Somebody else would come by 
timidly and say, “God bless you, 
Colonel.” 

Another person would come by 
and say, “Turn loose, Colonel.” 

Another one would come by and 
say, “Hold on, Colonel.” 

There was a little preacher on 
the platform twisting around and 
looking at the sight. After a while 
he ran down there, stuck his 
face right under the nose of the 
old fellow and said, “Say! You 
know Bill Smith in New Orleans 
who has been in jail a hundred 
times?”’ 

“V__e-s, Yes, I know him. 

“You are a lot meaner than 
he is arf your Hell will be hotter 
than his.” 

“W—h-a-t do you mean?” 

“T mean what I say, Sir. You 
impudent, God-defying rebel! Here 
you are—you were brought up in 
a good home. You had a Christian 
mother and every other advantage 
in the world. And here you are 
not even humble enough to bow 
your guilty head and say, ‘God, 
be merciful to me a sinner,’ ” 

The old colonel began to trem- 
ble like a leaf in the wind. He 
said, “God, be merciful to me a 
sinner!” 

Let me tell you something: 
when some people stand at the 
judgment bar of God, they will 
have better excuses than you 
have. Some of you in this house 
tonight have had every chance to 
be right with God. Listen! The 
hottest places in Hell are going 
to be saved for high-brows. 

I have a lot of faults. I am just 
as human as anybody. I am too 
human. If God Almighty had not 
saved me I do not know where 
I would have been. But I am 
going to boast a little. I know I 
am boasting. I am in the pulpit, 
but I am going to boast. I have 
done a lot of things I should not 
have done; I have made a lot of 
mistakes. I have blundered many a 
time. But I have been preaching 
the gospel for forty-seven years— 
ever since I was fifteen I have 
been on this job. If I had to die 
tonight I could stretch my hands 
across my breast and turn my 
dying, staring eyes in the face 


of God Almighty and tell Him 


rwe will have him in the Baptist; 


that I never trimmed my message. ; 


I am not afraid to meet God on 
that. I have not always known 
what to say. I have not always 
known as much as I should have 
known. I have not prayed as much 
as I should have prayed. I have 
come short in a thousand ways. 
But God Almighty, You know 
that when I have stood up to 
preach everybody has looked alike 
to me. The rich and the poor, 
the high and the low—all have 
looked just alike. 


Listen! I want to tell you to- 
night—I do not care who you 
are—if you are not right with 
God Almighty you will die some 
day and go to Hell. I do not care 
how respectable you think you 
are! You have to repent or be 
dammed. You have to repent or 
perish! You have to trust Jesus 
Christ or go to Hell! And you 
had better face it! 


Paul stood in the presence of 
this wicked couple and preached 
straight to them. He did not 
preach love to them; he reasoned 
of temperance, righteousness and 
judgment to come, They had a 
chance to hear. Felix had a 
chance, and Drusilla had a chance. 
And Paul had a chance to preach. 
He had to go to jail to get that 
chance, but it was worth going 
to jail to preach a fellow like 
Felix under conviction. You know 
when you preach a man _ under 
conviction—if you do not do any 
more than that you have done your 
duty. Some people say, “Preach 
them into the kingdom.” You 
should preach them into a state 
where they will never be happy 
outside the kingdom! 


Felix and Drusilla Had a 
Chance to Be Saved 


Paul had ‘a’ chance to preach 
and Felix and Drusilla had a 
chance to be saved. How- good 
God is to give a man a chance. 
Suppose you had been on some 
island where you could never have 
seen a Bible. You ought to be 
on your face, saying, “Thank You, 
© God, for ever giving me a 
chance. Thank You that I ever 
saw the Bible. Thank You that I 
ever heard anybody preach. Thank 
You I ever heard a church bell 
ring. Thank You I ever saw a 
gospel tract.” The gospel is going 
out over the air today to more 
people than have ever heard it be- 
fore. There are more people hear- 
ing the gospel in this country 
than ever heard it before. Listen! 
Millions and millions of people 
today are hearing the _ Bible 
preached. They are having a 
chance. They are hearing the gos- 
pel. The gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth—it does not matter 
whether you. preach it in church 
on Sunday morning, whether you 
preach it over the radio, whether 
you put it out by tract, or word of 
mouth. It it the power of God, 
the dynamite of God, the nitro- 
glycerin, the high explosive of God. 
It is the power of God! And you 
have heard it. 


But After a Chance, After 
Conviction, Judgment 
Must Finally Come 


Felix sat there that day in the 
presence of Paul, the great preach- 
er, and listened to the gospel. He 
was convicted. He knew that he 
was a sinner. 

In the old days when I began 
my evangelistic career, people 
would stay awake all night. They 
could not sleep. I have had them 
call me at all hours of the night. 
I have known them to wake up 
people all over the town and say, 
“Pray for me.” May God almighty 
bring back old-time conviction in. 
this country! In those old days we 
said, “This is right and that is 
wrong.” We had definite convic- 
tions about right and wrong. And 
we believed there was a Heaven 
and a Hell. Listen! All this mod- 
ern talk about not believing there 
is a Hell is because people have 
quit believing in sin. A man who 


‘believes in sin knows there is a 


Hell. You do not have to tell me 
there is a Hell. I have seen ten 
thousand hells on earth that were 
produced by sin. When I was a 
little boy at the age of eleven, I 
knew there was a Hell. I knew 
that was where I deserved to be. 
I used to slip out into the woods, 
get on my knees, and say, “O God, 
if I am not too big a sinner, please 
save me.’”’ I was a little country 
boy. I had never seen an automo- 


bile, but I had heard the music of |: 


songs of the wind in the forest. 
Everybody was decent. There was 
not a bad woman in that country. 
People were moral and clean and 
respectable. I saw myself a sinner. 
I would stay awake at night and 
say, “O God, maybe I am too 
wicked a sinner, but if I’m not, be 
merciful to me.” Yet we have 
middle-aged people in this house 
tonight who think they are too 
respectable to be damned. We have 
to plead with you and beg you to 
get you to see that you are really 
lost. Listen, you just do not know 
what a sinner you are. O God, 
hold back Thy wrath. Hold back 
Thy wrath! 

Let me tell you something! God 
Almighty will not put up with 
everything. You get this straight! 
“He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly 
be destroyed, and- that without 
remedy.” Do you get the idea that 
God Almighty will stand just any- 
thing. He will not do it! 

Years ago there lived down 
South an old-time aristocratic 
southern gentleman. He had a cul- 
tured, refined wife and one boy. 
He put all the love of a father’s 
heart back of that boy. He put 
him through high school, and then 
sent him to university. The boy 
got drunk and was expelled. The 
father got him in another institu- 
tion. Again he got drunk and was 
expelled. He got him in a third 
one, Again the boy got drunk and 
was expelled. People in the neigh- 
borhood said, “If he were my boy 
I would kick him out of the 
house.” The old man went ahead. 
He had enough influence to get 
him in a fourth institution. But 
again he got drunk and was ex- 
pelled. Then no other institution 
would have him. The boy came 
home. He would go downtown and 
get drunk and they would lock him 
up. The old man would go pay 
his fine, get him out, bring him 
home, put him to bed, and -the 
mother would bathe him with 
her tears and nurse him sober. 
They would get him on his feet 
and then he would go back to 
town and get drunk. 

One day somebody said to the 
father, “If that were my boy...” 


The father said, “Don’t say 
that! Don’t say that! He is our 
only boy. My wife and I have 
talked it over. We are going to 
stick to him to the end, and we 
are not going to tolerate anybody’s 


the birds in the treetops and the/saying anything. 


You are our 
neighbor and our friend, but don’t 
say anything.” 

One time the boy went down- 
town and stayed a day or two, 
The wife said, “Dear, you had 
better go get our son.” The old 
man got a colored boy, hitched his 
horse to the buggy, drove down- 
town, hitched his horse jin the 
wagon yard and started around 
to the calaboose where he expected 
to find the boy. He met the boy 
staggering along the sidewalk 
cursing. He came up and looked 
at his father and said, “What are 
you doing here? Go on back home 
and let me alone.” And he spat 
in the old man’s face, The father 
wiped the spittle off. Tears came 
in his eyes and rolled down his 
cheeks. The boy walked up and 
spat in his face again. The man 
wiped it off again. Then the boy 
hit his father and knocked out 
some of his teeth. The old man, 
with drooping shoulders, turned 
back and with trembling hands un-~ 
tied his horse. He drove back 
home, gave the horse to the color- 
ed boy who was there working 
around the house. The man did not 
say a word. He went up in front 
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Somewhere we read the story recently about the great 


sorrow and heart-broken condition of a great businessman, 
One evening he was so greatly distressed that he cried out, 


more to himself rather than to the family in the room: “I 


have suffered and endured great mental strain and now I 


have lost everything.’ When 


the little daughter, evidently 


sympathizing with her father and taking things literally, 


But again John R. Rice writes a wise 
word and one that has tremendous 
meaning when he says, “This matter of 
God’s presence with His people is not 
for the favored few, but for all, Every 
born-again child of God can know that 
God is with him and has promised ever 
to be with him, never to forsake him. On 


this matter we are not 
to go by our feelings. 
God is with you when 
you feel His presence. 
But He is also with 
you when you do not 
feel His presence. God 
is with you when your 
heart is happy and 
your faith is high. He 
is also with you when 
you are downcast and 
discouraged and unbe- 
lieving.”’ 


That is as fine a 
word as was ever ut- 


said: “Daddy, you have me and Mommy yet.” What a rebuke! 


tered by the greatest saints 
both in the pulpit and out, 
Thank God for His un- 
speakable gift! Thank God 
for His unfailing promises! 
Thank God for. His lifting 
power and guiding force in 
the hearts and lives of His 
people everywhere and at 
all times. Here it is: “I will 
never leave you nor forsake 
you.” Do you believe that? 

How many shut-ins or 
Sickly people would be 
f~made happy~by a copy of 


comtort, : 
God’s Gure for 
Anxious Gare 


There are 127 pages, nine 
wonderful chapters. A won- 
derful gift for only $1.50. 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS, Wheaton, Illinois 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 14, 1955 


The Woman 


in the Case 


(Continued from page 9) 


of the house into a grove and 
propped his feeble old form, in 
which there was a broken heart, 
against a tree. He stood there and 
eried like a baby. Then he stood 
back and gave an unearthly 
scream. He went back and stood 
by the tree thirty minutes longer, 
trembling and sobbing and crying. 
Then he threw himself back and 
gave the most unearthly scream 
ever heard fall from human lips. 
He turned and went back home. 


He went up on the front porch; 


and walked up and down. He turn- 
ed his eagle eye up the road— 
didn’t say a word to anybody. 


After a while he saw’ the son 
stagger up to the gate, saw him 
thumb with the latch until he got 
it open, and then saw: him stagger 
down the walk and up to the front 
steps. The father waited until he 
reached the top step. Then he 
caught him by the collar and 
shook him and kicked him off the 
porch. He said, “Get off these 
premises, and don’t you dare to 
come back!” 

In forty-eight hours that boy 
died with delirium tremens and 
the old man would not attend his 
funeral. 

Let me tell you something: God 
is sensitive. God loves! Oh, how 
much He loves! He loved you so 
much He sent His Son to come 
down to earth to die, and you spit 
in His face. You strike back at His 
love and tenderness, and then ex- 
pect God to let you live. Listen! 
You had better quit playing with 
God Almighty like that. You had 
better quit it! You had better 
listen to me—you men and women 
who are not right with God! 


“When It Is Convenient...” 
—The Delay of Sin 
Felix—that poor, wicked, de- 
praved degenerate—was. decent 


enough to tremble. He said, ‘It 
isn’t convenient, Paul.’ : 

It isn’t convenient? What is the 
matter with you, Felix? What is 
the matter with you? 

“I do not like the way Paul 
preaches.” 

Shut up! Shut up! 

You say, “I don’t want to come 
to God in a revival.” Well, why 
didn’t you come when you weren't 
in a revival? 

You say, “That is not my way.” 
No, your way is a Hell-bound way. 
Don’t strut your stuff around 
some of us who have enough sense 
to know what is the matter with 
you! 

“What is the matter, Felix?” 


“T can’t believe.” Shut up! You 
old liar—shut up! Listen! a 
preacher said to me, “The Lord 
has called me to preach to honest 
doubters.” There are no honest 
doubters. Jesus settled that. He 
said, “If any man will do his will, 
he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether 
I speak of myself.” God Almighty 
did not ask you for your head. 
What does He want with it! He 
said, “Give Me your heart.” If you 
will give Him your heart He will 
comb all the kinks out of your 
head. Your trouble is not in your 
head; it is in your heart, 


The Woman in the Case 


It is not convenient. What is 
the matter, Felix? Let me tell 
you what is the matter with him. 
He has a sin in his life. Drusilla 
was not his wife by rights. She 
really belonged to another man. 
She was the woman in the case. 
He was living in adultery. He 
came where the road parted and 
there was his woman and here was 
Jesus. He knew he ought to go 
with Jesus, but he was in the 
clutches of a woman. He stood 


there between the two trembling. 


It was a woman who robbed 


Samson of his strength. That 
mighty man—with his head in the 
lap of Delilah! It was a woman 
whose voluptuous dance sent Her- 
od to Hell, and Herod is not the 
only man who was ever sent to 
Hell by the voluptuous dance of a 
woman. It was a woman who stood 
in the gate of Heaven and shoved 
Felix down to Hell. Listen! There 
are millions of men being damned 
by women! The best thing outside 
of Heaven is a good woman, and 
the meanest thing outside of Hell 
is a mean woman! We talk about 
men and women living on the same 
plane. They do not. Women have 
more soul than men. They are 
always a little above or a little 
beneath men. There are more girls 
seducing boys in America than 
there are boys’ seducing girls. 
There was a time in this country 
when thinking mothers said, “How 
can I protect my good girls from 
bad boys?” Now in America in- 
telligent mothers are saying, ‘“O 
God, help me to protect my boys 
from bad girls.” In Bob Jones Col- 
lege in normal times we have 
about as many girls as we do boys, 
about fifty-fifty. I will match the 
purity of my boys against the pur- 
ity of my girls in Bob Jones Col- 
lege. Men in this country, as a 
whole, are just as good as women. 
That was not so twenty-five years 
ago. The percentage of good men, 
I think, has been slightly.on the 
increase. But the. percentage of 
good women year by year has 
been on the decrease. No nation 
ever went to Hell until its women 
went to Hell. There might be some 
hope for America if all men were 
bad and the women good. But 
there would be no hope for this 
nation if all men were good and 
all women were bad. Listen! Don’t 
you mothers blame the world— 
you had the babies-first. You put 
your. stamp on them before the 
world ever got them. You taught 
them to lisp their first baby words. 
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WHERE TENS OF THOUSANDS OF SWORD READERS FIND BIG VALUES IN LITTLE SPACE 


Hollywood Now Has 
“Scapegoat, Inc.’’ 


One of the latest announte- 
ments to come out of Hollywood 
is the one concerning the forma- 
tion of a service called ‘“Scape- 
goats, Inc.” 

A local publicity firm has es- 
tablished this service for advertis- 
ing agencies in trouble with their 
clients about items such as bad 
ideas and unfinished projects. 

The firm furnishes scapegoat 
men wearing charcoal suits and 
pink shirts who are called in by 
the advertising men in the pres- 
ence of irate clients. They are 
blamed for the crisis and “fired” 
to placate the clients. 

This modern scapegoat is’ a 
travesty on the ancient and Scrip- 
tural idea of a scapegoat. 

On the day of atonement in Is- 
rael, two goats were brought to 
Aaron. One of them was chosen to 
be a scapegoat. On its head, Aaron 
confessed the sins of the people; 
after which it was led by the 
hand of a fit man into the wild- 
erness. 

The Lord said “And the goat 
shall bear upon him all their ini- 
quities unto a land not inhabited: 
and he shall let go the goat in 
the wilderness” (Leviticus 16:22). 

This was going on while the 
other goat was being killed and 


offered in sacrifice as a sin-offer- 


ing for the people. The shedding 
of its blood made atonement—or 
a covering—for those sins being 
carried into that uninhabited wil- 
derness (Leviticus 16:15). 

It requires both goats to typify 
the work which the Lord Jesus 
did for our sins. “All we like sheep 
have gone astray: we have turned 
every one to his own way; and 


(Continued on page 11) 
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| Coming Without Signs 


(Continued from page 1) 


Glen Ellyn is three miles from 
Wheaton. I drive on further west 
and see a sign that says, ‘““Whea- 
ton city limits.” Obviously high- 
way signs are intended to tell 
one when he approaches and when 
he arrives at a particular place. 
Signs of Christ’s coming would be 
setting dates for Christ’s coming, 
at least approximately. But Jesus 
plainly said, “But of that day and 
hour knoweth no man, no, not 
the angels of heaven, but my Fa- 
ther only” (Matt. 24:36). Again 
He said, “It is not for you to 
know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his 
own power” (Acts 1:7). 


Last week I flew from Washing- 
ton, D. C., to Chicago. As we left 
the hostess announced, “You are 
on Capital Airlines flight 811 to 
Chicago. The flying time will be 
approximately three hours and 
twenty minutes.” As we neared 
Chicago the hostess announced a- 
gain, “We are now approaching 
Chicago. Please fasten seat belts. 
We are due to land in approxi- 
mately twelve minutes.” Now on a 
scheduled flight, where one is ex- 
pected to know the time cf arrival, 
such specific announcements of 
the arrival time may be expected. 
But Christ’s coming is exactly the 
opposite. No one knows when He 
will come. He might have come 
a thousand years ago. He may 
come today. Or He may not come 
for centuries yet in the future. 
We are plainly told that the time 
is hidden. We are plainly told 
that it is not for us to know. 
Therefore, it would be impossible 
to have any signs pointing to the 
time of Christ’s return since that 
return is imminent, always at 


= 


hand, but the time never fore- 
told. 


But Christ’s coming may be 
properly illustrated by anothef 
kind of journey. Let us suppose 
that this journey occurs in war- 
time. It has been determined by 
the high command of America’s 
armed forces that Tokyo, Japan, 
must be bombed, both for the 
heartening of our own people and 
for the discouragement and dis- 
ruption of military plans in Japan. 
Suppose that General Doolitttle is 
put in charge of this matter and 
that a carefully selected group of 
flyers are assembled, Every per- 
sons’ background is checked, his 
loyalty established beyond ques- 
tion, his flying skill proved. These 
men are asked to volunteer for 
a dangerous mission, the nature 
of which they do not know. After 
these men volunteer, they are to 
be flown to an isolated airfield 
for training. They must learn to 
take off bombers from a carrier 
deck which is much shorter than 
would usually be needed. ‘They 
must have intensive training. They 
are not allowed to know where 
this isolated field is. They will 
not be allowed to tell their fami- 
lies. They will not be allowed to 
write letters or have any com- 
munication with others. To main- 
tain utmost military secrecy, they 
are to be kept in absolute isolation 
during this training period. 

Now these ftiyers are all put on 
board a transport plane. In the 
night the plane takes off for its 
unknown destination. All the win- 
dows are darkened. Not a single 
person aboard but the pilot and 
copilot knows the destination of 


(Continued on page 11) 


You saw them take their first lit- 
tle steps. A man can go to Hell 
with a good mother, but it is not 
easy to do so. Oh, the grip of a 
woman’s power over a man! I saw 
a man in this meeting three nights 
ago under conviction. He sat be- 
side a woman. If she had come, 
he would have come with her. 
There are women in this house 
whose menfolks would come to 
God if they would come to God. 
Your sweetheart would come to 
God if you would come to God. 

Felix trembled. The Bible does 
not say that Drusilla trembled. 
You would have thought it would 
have been Drusilla, but it was not. 

There they sat. I can see her. 
She is not moved. But Felix is 
trembling as he says, ‘It isn’t con- 
venient, Paul. It isn’t convenient. 
I'll send for you later. If it ever 
gets convenient, I’ll send for you. 
Go on back to jail, Paul.’ 

I can hear Paul’s footfalls and 
the rattle of his chains as he goes 
on back to jail. Back to jail, thou 
man of God! Back to jail, thou 
hero of the cross! Back to jail! I 
would rather wear your prison 
chains that the chains of passion 
and the slavery that bind Felix. 
Go on back to jail. Go on back, 
Paul; we will never forget you. 
Two thousand years hence a 
preacher in the Arena in Chicago 
will be telling people how you 
preached. You have given all the 
preachers of all generations“an ex- 
ample of heroism. Go on back, 
Paul—back down the corridor, 
back to jail, thou wonderful man 
of God! (Footfalls heard as Paul 
goes back to jail.) You chose to 
suffer rather than compromise. 
Go on back, Paul. Go on back! 
He went on back down the cor- 
ridor, inside the cell, and the 
door was closed. And the door 
that shut him in, shut Felix out. 


You Must Decide Now— 
Choose Jesus or Your Sin 


I believe that was the day of 
destiny for Felix. I believe that 
across every sinner’s path God Al- 
mighty draws a deadline. On one 
side there is hope; on the other 
side there is death. That deadline 
is possibly at the door of this 
building for somebody tonight. If 
you go out without God after fac- 
ing this hour, it may fix your 
destiny for eternity. 

I have learned that a sinner 
may have many sins, but every 
sinner has one sin that dominates 
him, one king sin, one sin on the 
throne, one big sin. There is al- 


ways, in every case I have ever] 


found, some one sin in the sin- 


ner’s way; and when that one goes, 


the others go. You may have a 
thousand sins, but if you are not 
a Christian there is some one 
thing tonight in your way. It may 
not be a woman or a man, It may 
be intellectual pride. It may be 
selfish ambition. It may be a 
strange love of pleasure. It may 
be something that I do not even 
think to mention; but if you are 
a sinner, tonight you are where 
the road parts. Here is Jesus on 
one side and here is sin on the 
other side. And you are going 
to make a choice tonight. Every- 
body in this iiwiise is going to 
make a choice. Jesus is here. You 
are going to make a choice. 


Wait a minute! The recording 
angel has his pen in his hand. He 
is going to write the choice of 
every one of us down. “Recording 
angel, put mine down, will you? 
Yes, I am willing for you to write 
it. Put it down, ‘Bob Jones.’ Yes, 
that is the name. Write it down— 
poor, weak man-—yes; ten thou- 
sand faults—yes; blundered thou- 
sands of times—I know it. Yes, I 
know it all. Blundering, miserable, 
helpless, human—yes, I know; but 
write it down: ‘I choose Jesus. 
Jesus first’—put it down.” 


© Jesus, hold back the hand 
of the recording angel tonight and 
give somebody here a_ chance. 
Somebody in this house tonight 
has come to where the road parts. 
Help them to choose, Jesus. 

Now every head bowed; every 
eye closed. I want to ask you 
something. There is not going to 
be any dodging tonight. My busi- 
ness as a preacher is to take every 
sinner’s blood off my hands and 
throw it back on his own soul. I 
have not done my duty as a 
preacher until I have everybody 
in my audience without excuse. 


Prayer: : Blessed Jesus, I have 
done the best I could. You have 
helped me tonight. I have felt Thy 
presence. The people have listened. 
Thou art here. O Lord God, save 
us from being shams and hum- 


bugs and hypocrites and liars and . 


fourflushers. Help us to be true, 
God. | 

Men and women, let’s play this 
game square with God tonight. I 
want to know how many people in 
this house tonight can say—think 
it over before you say it—‘“If I 
know my heart, I am right with 
God tonight.” 


(From the hook, BOB JONES’ REVIVAL 
SERMONS, nine great sermons, 186 pages, 
cloth bound, , 
sheets, $2.00. Add 15c postage and packing. 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Ill.) 


-—-THE END— 
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the plane. Will it take one hour's; (which it never does in the Bible) 


flight or five? Suppose these men 
fly from Seattle to an isolated air- 
field in Arizona for their final 
training. Every man guesses and 
tries to decide from any clues he 
can remember or imagine, where 
they will be going, how long they 
will be en route, when they will 
land. BUT NOBODY KNOWS! 
One hour, two hours, three hours, 
four hours, five hours, six hours, 
seven hours may go by. They 
have been expecting to land at 
any moment for the last six hours. 
Finally, apparently without any 
preliminary warning, the plane 
lands in the far-off field. There is 
absolutely no way that any one 
besides the pilots could know at 
what time they would arrive. So 
it is about the coming of the Lord 
Jesus. All of us are going swiftly 
on our way toward that great day, 
a glad day for faithful Christians 
and a terrifying day to others. 
We do not know when Christ will 
come. That is known ‘to the Com- 
manding Officer. We can safely 
trust ourselves in His hands. He 
has plainly told us it is not for us 
to know when His coming will be. 
So, with absolutely no warning, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, Jesus will come to catch 
us up to meet Himself, the Scrip- 
ture teaches. 


One simply cannot have signs 
of Christ’s coming, and have 
Christ’s coming to be imminent, 
always at hand, unpredicted and 
unpredictable. 


Il. Jesus Might Have Come 
Before Any Supposed Sign 
of His Coming Could 
Have Happened! 

Let mé illustrate why no par- 
ticular event could possibly be a 
sign of: Christ’s coming. Suppose 
that the rise of the papacy and 
the corruptions and _ oppression 
that came with it were signs of 
Christ’s soon return, as some of 
the reformers taught. But Paul 
plainly expected Christ to come 
in his lifetime. He said, “For this 
we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive 
and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord shall not prevent them 
which are asleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from hea- 
ven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: Then we 
Which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord” (I Thess. 4:15- 
17). Paul expected to be among 
those who would be “alive and 
remain unto the coming of the 
Lord.” He said, “the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: Then we 
Which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air.” And all the New 
Testament Christians were taught 
to look for Christ’s coming, wait 
for His coming. (See I Thess. 1: 
10, I Thess. 5:23, Phil. 3:20.) Je- 
sus could have come long before 
the rise of the papacy. So_ the 
rise of the papacy could not pos- 
sibly have been a sign of Christ’s 
soon coming. 


Were World War I and World 
War II signs of Christ’s coming? 
That could not possibly be, since 
Jesus might have come, and He 
had taught millions of Christians 
to expect His coming, before 
World War I occurred. So the 
rise of Communism and atheism 
in Russia, the founding of the 
little nation Israel by a handful 
of assassins and infidels in 1947, 
the rise of the National Council 
of Churches dominated by modern 
unbelievers—these could not pos- 
Sibly be signs of Christ’s coming 
because His return could have 
been at any time, even centuries 
before these so-called “signs” 
came into being. You see, any 
proposed signs for Christ’s coming 
could not possibly do, because 
Christ’s coming could have been 
before that event occurred. 


No, there are no signs 
Christ’s coming. 


of 


III. So-called Signs of Christ’s 
Return Have Always Failed 
The Millerites, who started the 

- Seventh-Day Adventist movement, 

taught that Christ would come in 

October, 1843. They had seen fall- 

ing meteors. The earnest farmer, 

- Miller, had searched the Scrip- 
tures, and reading Daniel 8:14, 


had made a day mean a year 


and thought that surely Christ 
would come. But He did not come! 
The good farmer did his calcula- 
tions again and figured that he 
had missed by one year. But sure- 
ly the following year Jesus would 
come on Oct. 22, 1844. But He did 
not come. 


When I was a lad, I went to a 
free show in the opera house in 
Gainesville, Texas. There, with 
many pictures, a lecture was given 
on the theme, “Thousands Now 
Living Will Never Die.” “Pastor” 
Russell, founder of Millennial 
Dawn, the Watchtower Society, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, or whatever 
you may call them, announced 
that Jesus would come in 1914. 
But I saw 1914 come and go and 
Jesus. did not come. Now they 
say that Jesus came in the spirit! 


Years ago I was in seminary 
with a brilliant young man. He 
learned the truth of Christ’s com- 
ing. Then he began to preach sen- 
sational sermons on the signs of 
Christ’s coming. Later he fell into 
the British-Israelite delusion and 
set out to prove that according 
to the Great Pyramid Jesus was 
coming soon. By measuring cer- 
tain passages, counting an inch 
to a year, he had determined that 
Jesus would come on September 
16, 1936, if my memory serves 
me right about the date. But Sep- 
tember 16, 1936 came and went. 
Jesus did not come. The man was 
discredited. He went into worse 
heresies,- landed in prison, finally 
forsook Christianity and the Bi- 
ble. 


I believe, with most premillen- 
nial scholars, that the Man of Sin 
mentioned in II Thessalonians 2:3 
and prophesied in the book of 
Daniel and in Revelation will re- 
store, in some form, the Roman 
Empire. It seems to me that the 
beast in Daniel 7:7, 8, picturing 
the first Roman Empire, and the 
beast in Revelation 13:1-10 are 
basically the same. If so, then the 
Antichrist will restore the  Ro- 
man Empire. I believe that Rev- 
elation 17 has definite references 
to Rome, particularly to the city 
of Rome, and to a great false re- 
ligion which seems to be the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. Then, if 
we should find a man arising, a 
dictator, who will set out to re- 
store the Roman Empire, and 
who seems to be making strong 
progress to that end, would not 
that mean that Jesus would come 
soon to take away His own? 
Would that not mean that soon 
Daniel’s seventieth week would 
hegin, the Man of Sin be revealed, 
and this age come to its rapid 
close? 

Those were my thoughts when 
Mussolini made himself dictator, 
and when he announced that he 
would restore the Roman Empire, 
when he seized Ethiopia and join- 
ed with Hitler to rule Europe. So 
I preached that Mussolini might 
prove to be the Antichrist, and 
that thus Christians ought to take 
the rise of Mussolini as a sign 
of Christ’s coming. 

But it did not work out that 
way. The Axis lost the war. Mus- 
solini was discarded by his people, 
was murdered, and hanged up feet 
first with his mistress, his body 
abused by the throng who hated 
him. Italy lost Ethiopia, lost her 
dream of empire. And I found that 
I was preaching guesses instead of 
the Word of God. I found I was 
teaching people to expect Christ’s 
return on the basis of what news- 
papers said, instead of on the ba- 
sis of Christ’s own command. I 
found that this business of preach- 
ing signs has always failed. And 
it always will fail. 

The setting up of signs does 
not work. God is against it. It is 
a heresy. It grows out of desire 
to know more than God has re- 
vealed. Bible teachers and preach- 
ers want to make a_e sensation, 
want to prove that they know 
more than others, want to get a 
following for themselves, Perhaps 
these good men often really sin- 
cerely want to shock and alarm 


“lost sinners to get them saved. At 


any rate, they use unjustifiable 
means; thev make statements they 
cannot prove. The whole business 
of trying to see into the future, 
to know the things that God has 
deliberately hidden from men, is 
wrong in principle. He said, “It is 
not for you to know the times or 
the seasons which the Father 
hath put in bis own power” (Acts 
1:7). And He was speaking of 
prophesied fiiture events when He 
said it. 


This business of announcing 
signs of Christ’s coming has 
brought reproach upon the great 
truth of the Lord’s premillennial 
return, I heard Dr. George W. 
Truett, famous and mighty preach- 
er, but not a very profound Bible 
student, speak slurringly of pre- 
millenniajists and he gave Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses and Seventh-Day 
Adventists as examples of premil- 
lennialists! These premillennial- 
ists who preach speculations 
and signs and public events in- 
stead of preaching what Jesus 
said about His second coming are 
responsible for bringing a re- 
proach on the cause of Christ and 
on the great truth of Christ’s 
literal, personal return. 


IV. The “Sign of Thy Coming” 
of Matthew 24:3 Is a Sign 
That Will Appear Long 
After the Rapture, at the 
Close of the Tribulation 
Time, a Sign of Christ’s 
Return With His Saints 
to Reign 


In Matthew 24:3, as Jesus sat 
on the Mount of Olives, His dis- 
ciples came to Him and said, ‘Tell 
us, When shall these things be? 
and what shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the 
world?” But that little phrase, 
“the sign of thy coming,” has been 
misused by many an_ honest 
preacher, 

Jesus answered that question 
in the same chapter, verses 29 


and 30: 


‘Immediately after the tribu- 
lation of these days shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: And then shall appear the 
sign of the Son of man in heaven: 
and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall see 
the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.” 

_ Note that after the tribulation 
is over, people shall see the Son 
of man assembling the hosts of 
Heaven, including raptured saints, 
to return to the earth. They will 
see Him coming in the clouds of 
Heaven with power and great 
glory, followed by armies of an- 
gels. He will ride upon a white 
horse and will be crowned with 
many crowns, we are told (Rev. 
19:11-16). But when that sign in 
Heaven appears, it will be long 
after the rapture, even at the 
close of the tribulation period. 
All of us who are saved will have 
been in Heaven with the Saviour 
and will be preparing to return 
with Him for His reign on earth. 
So the sign mentioned here will 
not happen before Christ. -comes 
for His saints. No Christian now 
living will be here on earth to see 
it. Rather we will be with Jesus 
preparing to return with Him 
after our honeymoon in Heaven. 

You see, the .Seripture says, 
“Jews require a sign’ (I Cor. 1: 
22). When Christians are taken 
out at the rapture when Christ 
comes for His own, then we be- 
gin Daniel’s seventieth week, as 
prophesied in Daniel 9:25-27. The 
Antichrist will make a covenant 
with the many Jews who will 
be in the land of Palestine. They 
will rebuild their temple, start 
their sacrifices and worship. In 
the midst of that week of seven 
years, the Man of Sin will enter 
into the temple, claim to be God, 
and demand the worship of men 
and thus will commit the abomi- 
nation of desolation prophesied by 
Daniel (See Dan. 9:27, Matt. 24: 
15, II Thess. 2:2-4.) We are plain- 
ly told that the “falling away’ 
or departure, the rapture of the 
saints, must come before the Man 
of Sin can be revealed. Then the 
Antichrist will reign a definite 
period of forty-two months, three 
and a half years, 1,260 days ac- 
cording to many, many prophec- 
ies (Dan. 7:25; 12:7, 11; Rev. 11: 
2.8: Latte, 1a cm). 

--In this “time. of Jacob’s trou- 
ble” when the Antichrist will be 
hating and punishing Jews, it will 
be altogether proper that a sign 
should appear for the Jews at the 
close of the tribulation period. 
There will be no mystery about 
how long the tribulation time will 
be. It is already plainly set and 
prophesied. And a sign will only 
be an encouragement to Jews then 
alive on the earth, and other 
Christians who will have been con- 


verted during the tribulation time. 


‘But the sign mentioned in Matt- 


hew 24:3, and Matthew 24:30, will 
not appear before Jesus comes. As 
Matthew 24:29 plainly tells us, it 


will appear after Jesus comes for 


His saints, and at the end of the 
tribulation time. 


Likewise the “parable of the fig 
tree” in Matthew 24:32 applies 
to those who will be left here 
when Jesus comes and takes away 
His own. Those in the tribulation 
time will see the sign of the Son 
of Man in Heaven, will see the 
Lord coming in clouds and glory. 
They will see the angels of God 
going to all the world and col- 
lecting Jews and bringing them 
miraculously back to Palestine. 
And to anyone alive on the earth 
during the tribulation Jesus said. 
“When ye shall see all these 
things, know that it is near, even 
at the doors.” But that “sign of 
the fig tree’ does not apply to 
Christians today. Today there are 
no signs, can be no signs of when 
Christ will return. Those signs 
can only occur after Jesus comes 
and refer to His revelation in 
power and glory when He _re- 
turns with His saints to set up 
His kingdom. 


VY. Any Supposed Prophecies 
of Signs of Christ’s Coming 
Are Simply Misunderstood 

Scriptures 


All the Scriptures which. have 
been quoted by zealous people as 
giving signs by which one could 
know when the Saviour’s coming 
draws near are simply misunder- 
stood. There are no Scriptures 
that give signs by which anybody 
can tell about the end of the age, 
or when Christ will return, even 
the approximate time. 


1. Matthew 24:83 and Luke 21:28 
Do Not Refer to the 
Rapture 

We have mentioned above that 
Jesus spoke of certain things, the 
sign of the Son of man in Heaven, 
the regathering of Jews out of all 
nations by the angels, and said, 
“So likewise ye, when ye shall see 
all these things, know that it is 
near, even at the doors” (Matt. 
24:33). However, this does not 
speak of the rapture, that coming 
of Christ into the air to receive 
His saints. Rather, as the con- 
text clearly shows, it speaks of 
the time “immediately after the 
tribulation of those days,” (vs. 29). 
During the Great Tribulation and 
after the Great Tribulation there 
will be signs but none before the 
rapture, 


A similar statement.of.the Sav- 
iour’s is given in Luke 21:28, 
“And when these things begin to 
come to pass, then look up, and 
lift up your heads; for your re- 


Jesus speaks of the great distress- 
es that shall occur during the 
tribulation time, “And then shall 
they see the Son of man coming 
in a cloud with power and great 
glory. And when these things be- 
gin to come to pass, then look up, 
and lift up your heads; for your 
redemption draweth nigh” (Luke 
21: 27, 28). When we put the 
preceding verse with it, we see 
without any doubt that Jesus here 
spoke of His coming in power with 
His saints and angels, after the 
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the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). 
He “bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree” (1 Peter 2:24). 
He shed His precious blood for 
the remission of our sins. 

The scapegoat aspect of his 
work can be seen in the fact that, 
“As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath He removed our 
transgressions from us” (Psalm 
103:12). His blood was of such 
value, that it not only covered our 
sins, but removed them—made 
an end of them. They are so 
completely removed from before Lom 
God, that He says of believers: 7% 
“their sins and iniquities will I 
remember no more’ (Hebrews 8: 
12, 10:17). 

Apart from Christ, there is no 
acceptable Scapegoat. One cannot 
be manufactured. If the Saviour 
is rejected, there is no other sub- 
Stitute. “Neither is there salva- 
tion in any other: for there is 
none gther name under heaven «1 
given among men, whereby we i 
must be saved.” (Acts 4:12). Now 


Great Tribulation. He did not 
speak here about His rapture, 
when He will catch away His 
saints into the air. 
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Signs of the End 


Strangely enough, people con- 
stantly use wars, famines, pesti- 
lences, and earthquakes as signs 
of Christ’s coming, when He plain- 
ly said they would not be a sign 
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Coming Without Signs 
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of the end. Read Matthew 24:6, 7 
again. “And ye shall hear of wars 
and rumours of wars: see that 
ve be not troubled: for all these 
things must come to pass, but the 
end is not yet. For nation shall 
rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom: and there shall 
be famines, and pestilences, and 
earthquakes, in divers places,” 
People say that the wars and 
rumors of wars are signs of. the 
end, but Jesus said, “... all these 
things must come to pass, BUT 
‘THE END IS NOT YET.” Wars 
and rumors of wars, earthquakes, 
famines, and pestilences ARE NOT 
signs of the end. Rather, they are 
characteristics of the whole age! 
Jesus had just been plainly warn- 
ing of the coming destruction of 
Jerusalem. Wars were as charac- 
teristic of Christ’s day as of ours. 
The whole course of this age is 
marked by the curse of God on 
nature, and the distresses of hu- 
man strife and war. These are 
not signs of Christ’s coming. That 
Scripture has been misunderstood. 


8. “Perilous Times” in II Timothy 
8:1-9 Characterize the 
Whole Age 

We are told of “perilous times” 
which are foretold for ‘the last 
days” in II Timothy 3:1-9. But to 
use these perilous times as a Sign 
that we are at the end of the 
age wholly misinterprets the pas- 
sage. If you look at verse 5 you 
will see that Timothy is command- 
‘ed, “from such turn away,” and 
verses 6 to 9 clearly show that 
the people discussed lived in Paul’s 
and Timothy’s time, 

Besides, the term “the last 
days’’ never means the end of 
this gospel age. Rather, it means 
ihe whole New Testament age. 
See Acts 2:16, 17 where Peter 
says that Pentecost is in the 
period called by Joel “the last 
days.” See Hebrews 1:1, 2 where 
it is said that God has spoken to us 
‘in these last days ... by his Son 
«+. .See I John 2:18 wheré we 
ave plainly told “it is the last 
time.” In the New Testament the 
term “the last days’ means the 
whole New Testament age. Then 
“the latter times” in I Timothy 
4:1 means this whole New Testa- 
ment age. “The last days” in II 
Peter 3:5 refers to this whole New 
‘Testament age. Only by a mis- 
understanding ‘of Scripture can 
anyone give a scriptural sign that 
Christ is coming at any particular 
time, 


4. “The Time of the End” 
in Daniel (Refers to the 
Great Tribulation) 
Often fervent speakers quote 
where we are told that 
was to “shut up the words, and 
seal the book, even to the time 
of the end.” And “the words are 
closed up and sealed till the time 
of the end” and “‘none of the wick- 
¢d shall understand; but the wise 
shall understand.’ But the term 
“the time of the end” or its equiv- 
alent is used in Daniel nine times 
(Dan. 8:17, 19: 9:26°...11:35;. 40. 
45, and 12:4, 6; 9.). AND IN E- 
VERY .CASE IT. REFERS .TO 
THE GREAT TRIBULATION 


PERIOD WHICH IS FOR THE 


JEWS “THE TIME OF THE 
END.” That is, it will end de- 
finitely the seventy weeks deter- 
mined upon the Jewish people as 
foretold in Daniel 9:24. But the 
Great Tributation comes AFTER 
Christ comes for His saints. There 
can be no signs of Chrigt’s coming 
until after He comes and raptures 
‘' His saints. Then there will be 
signs during and after the Great 
‘Tribulation, looking toward His 
return with saints and angels lit- 
erally to the earth to set up His 
kingdom, 


6. There Is no “Laodicean Age” 
to Indicate Christ’s Coming 
An unfortunate interpretation of 

the Scripture by Plymouth Breth- 


ren people and by notés in the 


very fine Scofield Reference Bi- 
ble has made the messages to the 
seven churches of Asia in Rev- 
elation, chapters 2 and 3, to re- 
present the different periods of 
this age. (See Scofield Reference 
Bible.) But the simple truth is 
that the seven churches were lit- 
eral churches, all of them existing 
at the time the book of Revelation 
was written. The Bible itself has 


~ 


not a word to say about their be- 
ing types representing ages of 
church history. That is entirely 
a matter of human fancy and it 


is unfortunate that anybody ever 


made a doctrine out of it or teok 
it as inspired. So modernism, for- 
malism, or worldliness in the 
churches are not especially a mark 
of the closing age. The Bible never 
says so. The messages to these 
seven churches have meaning for 
us today, as do all the Scriptures, 
but the Bible does not teach 
that these churches’ represent 
periods of church history. So to 
say that “we are in the Laodicean 
age” is to propagate a man’s doc- 
trine which has not a word of sub- 
stantiation in the Scripture. 

In the Scofield Reference Bible 
notice these paragraph headings 
before the several messages to the 
seven churches of Asia, 

“(1) The message to Ephesus. 
The church at the end of the apos- 
tolic age; first love left.” 

“(2) The message to Smyrna, 
Period of the great persecutions, 
tO: A EX ae. 

“(3) The message to Pergamos. 
The chureh under imperial fav- 
our, settled in the world, A.D. 
316 to the end,” 

“(4) The message to Thyatira. 
A.D. 500-1500: the triumph of 
Balaamism and Nicolaitanism; a 
believing remnant (vs. 24-28).” 

“(5) The message to Sardis. 
The period of the Reformations; 
a believing remnant (vs. 4,5).” 

“(6) The message to Philadel- 
phia. The true church in the pro- 
fessing church.” 

“(7) The message to Laodicea. 
The final state of apostasy.” 

Again let me say that these 
divisions making these seven 
churches, all of them existing in 
the days of John the apostle, all 
of them addressed in these letters, 
written at the same time, typical 
of different ages and eras of 
church history is purely a work 
of human fancy, of man’s inven- 
tion. The good men who have ac- 
cepted this fanciful arrangement 
and who believe that the seven 
churches represented seven ages 
of church history surely do not 
realize how presumptuous they are. 
Consider the following facts. 

First, if any one of these classi- 
fications beside the first one be 
accurate, then Jesus could not 
have come until after 316 A.D. 
Then Paul himself was a fanatic, 
a religious nut, to be constantly 
looking for Jesus to come in his 
lifetime, 

Second, Jesus Christ could not 
have been quite honest in urg- 
ing Christians He left here on 
earth to watch every day for 


wayne ~~ |Christ’s. coming. 
from Daniel 12, verses 4, 9 and 10| 
Daniel | 


Third, if John Nelson. Darby or 
Dr. C. I. Seofield, or any other 
person has found out some other 
great fact of prophecy which was 
not made clear to New Testament 
Christians in the Scriptures them- 
selves, then the Bible itself was 
not complete and we must have 
some other source of information 


All of these suppositions are un- 
thinkable. Here are two concepts 
which emphatically clash, which 
are altogether contradictory— 
the concept that Jesus may come 
at any moment, without any warn- 
ing, but is to be constantly ex- 
pected, and the idea that the age 
till Christ’s coming is marked out 
in seven. divisions which anyone 
may follow. I say those ‘two ideas 
are utterly contradictory and so 
the seven supposed divisions in 
Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, are 
simply human fancy gone astray. 

Every one of those churches 
existed in the time when the book 
of Revelation was written. The 
messages came to people’ then 
alive. These messages have mean- 
ing for us, but they do not have 
any prophetic intent beyond the 
group to whom they were parti- 
cularly written. 

Some of the characteristics of 
all those seven churches exist to- 
day in various churches and 
groups. Some are as devoted as 
the best Christians in Ephesus. 
Some are as backslidden and cold 
as the lukewarm ones at Loadicea. 


No Bible student that we know 
of professes to find anywhere in 
the Bible a clear statement that 
these seven churches really’ rep- 
resent the consecutive eras of the 
church history. The late Dr. H. 
A. Ironside, greatly trusted Bible 
teacher and beloved friend, did 
not say that. He said: 


“The seven lampstands are 
said to symbolize the seven 
churches of Asia, but there was 
a mystery connected with them. 
While some have tried one key 
and some have tried another (and 
there have been all kinds of ef- 
forts made to interpret this mys- 
tery), no solution was found until 
some devout students of Scrip- 
ture weighing this portion said, 
‘Might it not be that inasmuch as 
this section of the book presents 
“the things which are,’ God has 
been pleased to give us here a 
prophetic history of the church 
for the entire dispensation?’ ” 


And then Dr. Ironside _ says 
that they fitted the ages of church 
history to the seven churches and 
decided that the key would fit 
the lock! On that so flimsy a 
basis, without any direct scrip- 
tural statement, we are told that 
the period ‘of church history be- 
fore Christ could return to the 
earth must involve seven ages or 
eras represented by these seven 
churches. We are told that. Christ 
could not have returned before 
these eras are completed. And we 
are told that now we are in the 
Laodicean or last days. Thus good 
people make of none effect the 
clear teaching of Jesus that no one 
knows when He would return, and 
unconsciously make mockery of 
those who obeyed the Saviour, ex- 
pecting His return even in Bible 
times. And we commit also the 
grievous assumption that we know 
that He will return within a cer- 
tain limited time. And thus we 
arrogantly go beyond Scriptures 
with a man-made doctrine which 
is heresy. 

Again let me state it. There is 
no “Laodicean Age” to indicate 


6. “As Ye See the Day Approach- 
ing’ Refers to Destruction 
of Jerusalem 


Some have supposed that Heb- 
rews 10:25 refers to the second 
coming of Christ. There the in- 
spired apostle gives instruction, 
“Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the man- 
ner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, 
as ye see the day approaching.” 
Those who would find signs of 
Christ’s coming say that this 
Scripture promises that we can 
“see the day approaching” of 
Christ’s coming. 


But that would contradict the 
plain statements of the Saviour 
that Jesus would come as a thief 
in the night, that no one could 
know the day nor the hour of 
His coming. What then does this 
Scripture mean? What day could 
the Hebrew people see approach- 
ing? The answer is they could 
see the coming destruction of Je- 
rusalem. The epistle to the Heb- 
rews was written to Jews a little 
before the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem. Jesus had plainly warned, 
“And when ye shall see Jerusalem 
compassed with armies, then know 
that the desolation thereof is 
nigh” (Luke 21:20). <A similar 
warning had been given in Luke 
19:41-44 and in Matthew 24:2. 
Jews living in Jerusalem could 
“see the day approaching” of the 
prophesied destruction of Jerusa- 
lem when not one stone of the 
temple would be left upon anoth- 
er and Jerusalem should be trod- 
den under the foot of the Gentiles 
and Jews should be scattered to 
all nations, 


If one reads through the Epistle 
to the Hebrews with this thought 
in mind, he will be tremendously 
impressed with the way God there 
turns the hearts of the Jews a- 
way from the Jewish temple, a- 
way from the Jewish priesthood, 
away from the ceremonies of the 
Mosaic Law, and from the old 
covenant to the new covenant. We 
are told that Christ is better than 
the angels, better than the Jew- 
ish high priest of the Levitical 
priesthood, The whole book is pre- 
paring Hebrew people for’ the 
destruction of Jerusalem with its 
temple and priesthood and separ- 
ate nation. 


Now the tenth chapter of Heb- 
rews is particularly written to 
reconcile Jews to the doing away 
with animal sacrifices. The in- 
spired writer says, “For it is not 
possible that the blood of bulls 
and of goats should take away 
sins’’ (vs. 4). He said, “Above 
when he said, Sacrifice and offer- 
ing and burnt-offerings and of- 
ferings for sin thou wouldest not, 
neither hadst pleasure’ therein; 
which are offered by the law’ 
(vs. 8). 

Again he said, “And every priest 
offering oftentimes the same sac- 
rifices, which can never take a- 
way sins” (vs, 11). 

Then there is the wonderful 
promise that, according to the 
new covenant, God writes His law 
in the hearts of the people and 
forgives their siis and remembers 
them no more. Then comes that 


mission of these is, there is no 
more offering for sin” (Heb. 10; 
18). 

The offerings are done. The 
temple sacrifices are not needed, 
Christ Himself has superceded the 
Levitical priesthood. 7 

Then verse 25 says, “Not for- 
saking the assembling of our- 
selves together, as the manner of 
some is! but exhorting one an- 
other: and so much the more, 
as ye see the day approaching.” 
The day which Hebrew people in 
Jerusalem saw approaching was 
the destruction of Jerusalem, as 
foretold by the Saviour. 

The verses immediately follow- 
ing, Hebrews 10:26-31, are really 
God’s explanation of the terrible, 
terrible destruction and bloodshed 
when the city was destroyed, 
when, according to Josephus, 
1,100,000 Jews were killed, and 
the remnant of Jews scattered 
over the world. Read the passage 
and see how it fits: 

“For if we sin wilfully after that 
we have received the knowledge 
of the truth, there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sins, But a 


certain fearful looking for of 


judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adver- 
saries. He that despises Moses’ 
law died without mercy under two 
or three witnesses: Of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the blood 
of the covenant, wherewith he was 
sanctified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite unto the Spirit 
of grace? For we know him that 
hath said, Vengeance belongeth 
unto me, I will recompense, saith 
the Lord. And again, The Lord 
shall judge his people. It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God.” 

These are the days of vengeance 
to which Jesus referred, provhe- 
sied by Jesus in Luke 21:20-24, 

Read that solemn warning and 
you will see that the inhabitants 
of Jerusalém could foretell when 
the destruction of Jerusalem ap- 
proached. 

“And when ye shall see Jerusa- 
lem compassed with armies, then 
know that the desolation thereof 
is nigh. Then let them which are 
in Judea flee to the mountains; 
and let them which are in the 
midst of it depart out; and let not 
them that are in the countries 
enter thereinto. For these be the 
days of vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled, 
But woe unto them that are with 
child, and to them that give suck, 
in those days! for there shall be 
great distress in the land, and 
wrath upon this people. And they 
shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive into 
all nations: and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled.”—Luke 21:20-24, 

Jews in Jerusalem could “see 
the day approaching” for the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. But we 
today cannot see the day ap- 
proaching for Christ’s coming. 

Only by-misinterpretation of 
Scripture can one find any signs 


about the future besides  the|Christ’s coming. That supposed] dramatic statement about the end} pointing to the time of Christ's 
Scriptures, sign fails, |of the sacrifices: ‘Now where re-| return, 
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Admittedly ... 


They Have Something in Common 


but the mother of the puppies has a distinct disadvantage in 


ample, she may read 


By Dr. 


rearing her children. She has to do it on her own; nobody 
gives her any good advice. The other mother, though, may 
receive much valuable counseling if she wishes it. For ex- 


THE HOME: Courtship, Marriage, and Children 


hn R. Rice 


This 38l-page manual answers the problems of young 
people anticipating marriage; discusses carefully and scrip- 
turally the relationships of husbands and wives; gives specific 
scriptural counsel on rearing children. Recommended highly 
by many Christian leaders. Hundreds of plain, practical sug- 
gestions, true to the Bible, fill the 22 chapters. Scarlet cloth 
binding, only $2.50. Buy from your bookdealer or add 15c for 
postage and handling charges and write Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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How This Book Helped 
Others: 


“Your took, THE NORE, is a trea- 


sure to me. As a mother of 5 children - 


and a teacher of a class of boys and 
girls, I am continually referring to it 
for wisdom.’’—Mrs, D, P., Homeworth, 
Ohio. 


“Had we never found your book, our 
marriage would have gone on the rocks 
the very first year. We are now approach- 
ing our fifth anniversary and are happier 
together as the days go by, The Lord has 
blessed us with two sweet children. We 
have passed your beek on to numbers of 
young couples getting married and all of 
them. find it a wonderful blessing and 
help.”"—R. L., Geergia. 


‘T am 23 now, and am engaged to a 
wonderful Christian girl: but I could 
have been spared a lot of heartache if 
I’d known more what the Bible tells 
us about courtship.’’—Virginia. 


“Your book was the turning point in 
my life.’—R. B., Michigan. 
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